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TO THE 


Righc Reverend Father in God 

THOMAS, 

Lord Bifhop of Bangor. 

My Lord, 

Ha TEvER we poor Authors 
may fometimes pretend to^ by 
the dedication of our Works 
to Great Men j it^s certain we 
^ aim at nothing lefs than Re- 
wards andRrefermentSy whether we defer<ve 
them or not : That this is my dejign in 
Dedications, is fo apparent^ that it's to no 
Turpofe to deny or dijfemble it, 

i 

Wherefore elfe have I made Choice 
of fome of our Learned and Wealthy"&\(ho^s 

A a f^or 
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iv D EDICATION. I 

for theTatrons of thefe Difcourfcs, which 
I for ef aw would be grateful to their nice and 
critical Talates ? l^erefore elfe have I been 
fo profufe of fuch Compliments on their 
Lordfbips, as 1 was fure they would take 
great Tleafure in? Wherefore elfe^ My 
Lord, do I infcribe this to your Right Re- 
verend Name, but that I expe6i your 
Approbation of it, and hope for a Recom- 
pence, equal to the Honour that is here 
done you. 

Some who are envious. My Lord, of 
my good Fortune in Epifcopal Fatrons, will 
not believe that 1 have received fo much 
as one Purfe of Gold for any of my De* 
dicadons ; but 1 would have fuch Malignants 
to know, that the lefs I have receiv'd, the - 
more there is behind: And I can moreover 
ajfure them, that their Lordfliips have it in 
their Heads and Hearts too, highly to ad- 
vance me in the World and if their Endea- 
vours for my Tromotion fail not, I fhall be 
a very Great Man. 

Such 
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Dedication. v 

Such primitive T)o6trine, My Lord, as 
1 have reviv'd^ mujl, in the Judgment of 
our Bifliops, be deferving of their diftinguifh'd 
Favours : And if they Jhould dejtgn for me 
fuch a myftical Crown of Glory, as the 
Gentile Priefts help'd fome of the Fathers 
of the Church to\ I profefs without T^iJJl- 
mulation, that, for all my Love to Myfteries, 
it will be more than 1 am ambitious of: But 
if the Honour is forc'd on me, it will be 
my Duty to their Lordfhips, to found an 
allegorical Trumpet of their Fame, that their 
Names, which might otherwife be foon for- 
gotten, may be everlajiingly remember'' d for 
their Love and Good-will towards me* 

But the chief Foundation, My Lord, 
of my Merits lies, they Jay, in my Treatment 
of the Miracles of our Saviour, after the 
Manner you handled a Scripture Frophecy, 
of a Man’s kicking a Serpent on the Pate, 
for biting him by the Heels : And if your 
Lordfhip got a Welch Bifhoprick upon it, 
what may not I expeH for my more merito- 
rious Works of the fame kind? The Great 
Mr. Scheme has celebrated your Fraife for 

that 
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vi D EDICATION. 

that Effort of your Wit : And Imufi needs 
fay, to your Lordfhip’f Applaufe^ that were 
not your Thoughts unhappily Jhackled with 
Inter ejl and Subfcriptions (an Unhappinefs 
you fo fadly lament !) you wduld endeavour 
to make as pleafant Work with the Letter 
of the Old, as I can do with that of the 
New Tejlament. 

I Have not here Room, My Lord, for 
a fufficient anddeferving Encomium on your 
Ufe and Intent of Prophecy j therefore . 
muji be content to fay of it, injhort, that it 
is a moft curious Tiece of, what the Fathers 
cally Engaftromuthifm ,• or fuch a fngular 
Specimen of a Webb, fpun out of a Man's 
awn Boxoels, as one of fewer Brains in his 
Head can hardly equaL 

I T was wifely done of your Lord Chip to 
caution your Readers againft taking your 
Book for an Anfwer to Mr, Grounds } 
otherwife it had not been impoffible, but 
fame others as well as the Worfliipful 
Benchers Temple might have mijiaken 
the Ufe and Intent of it. 

After 
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D EDICATION. Vii 

After I had gone thro* your beauti- 
fully printed fVork^ I My Lord, jor 

another Decoration of tty that fome Anno- 
tations out of the Fathers had been fubjoir^d 
to it. How would your Notions then and 
theirs about Frophecy ha’ve flood as a Foil 
to each other ! How Jhould I then have 
admired the difference between a Rich 
Bijhop and a Poor Father as to Wit and 
Senfe ! How Jhould 1 then have contemplated 
the Ufefulnefs of Ecclejiaflical Wealth in 
\ our Clergy for the Underftanding of the 
In/pirations of the poor old Trophets ! 

When your Lordfhip is oalPd upon for 
another Edition of your Book , vouchfafe 
me the Favour of making fome marginal 
Remarks on ity which fhall not be without 
their good Ufe, As you knowt favoury 
Sawce makes fome fort of Food go down the 
better fo a little more of that Salty which 
Mr. Scheme has too fparingly fprinkled on 
* your Work, will give your Readers a right 
Relijh of it : But whether I am indul^d 
• this Favour or not 5 1 fhall take another 

* Oppor- 
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viii Dedication. 

' Opportunity y according to Trotnife elfewhere 
madct of tejlifying to the Worldy how much 

1 erniy 

My LORD, 

The Admirer of 
Your Ufe and 

Ofljober aj-. 

‘7*®* Intent of Prophecy, 

Thomas Woolflon. 
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A FIFTH 


DISCOURSE 

ON THE 

MIRACLES 

OF OUR 

SAVIOUR, 8cc. 

Ccording to Promife in my 
laft TOifcourJey I am in this 
to take into Examination tlie 
three Miracles of Jefus's raif- 
ing the Dead, ‘viz. Of Jairus\ 
Daughter (i) ; and of the Wi- 
dow of Naim's Son (2) j and of Lazarus (s) : 
The literal Stories of which I (hall flicw 



(1) Mat. ix. Mark v. Luka viik 

(2) Luke vii. 

(j) John xi. 

B ' to 
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toconfift oF Abfurdities, Improbabilities 
and Incredibilities, in Order to the my- 
ftical Interpretation of them : And becaufe 
fome of oiw Bijhops and Clergy were a 
little difgufted at the ludicrous Treat- 
ment ol the Letter of fome foregoing 
Miracles, I will handle thefe with the 
more Caution? being as unwilling as any 
Man of my primitive Faith can be, to 
offend weak Brethren. 

Whether rais’d any more from the 
dead, befides the forefaid three Perfons, is 
uncertain from the Evangelical Hiftory. 
St. Augujim (4) thinks, he rais’d many 
others ? and he founds his Opinion on the 
modeft Hyperbole of St. John^ wlio fup- 
pofes (5) the World it felf could not con- 
tain the Books that might be written ofje- 
fus. And Eufebius GaUicanus^ of whofe 
Mind entirely I am, fays { 6 ) the Reafon 
lies in^the Myftery, why t\\Q(Q three ^ and 
no more than thefe three Miracles of this 

(4) Quot • autem inortuos vifibilirer fufciraverat quis 
novit ? non cnim omnia quae fecit fcripta funt. Joharmti 
hoc dicit, multa alia fecit jefus, qux fi fcripta edenr, 
arbitror torum Mundum non pofle Libros capere. Muiti 
ergo funt alii fine dubio fufcitati, fed non fruftra tres 
commemorati. In Strm, xcviii. 

(/) John xxi. 17. 

C6) Non autem vacat a Myfterio, quod, cum piures 
Dominus fufcitavcrat, tres tantum Evangelift* eum fuf- 
citalle fcripferunt. In Hmil. Feri<t quint* pojl Dominic. 

Kind 
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Kind are recorded by the Evangelifls. But 
fince our ^Divines are averfe to My fteries on 
Miracles, I would gladly know their Opi- 
nion, whether Jefus rais’d any others from 
the dead, or not: I have made fome Search 
into modern Writers for their Opinion in 
this Cafe, but can’t find it: And unlefs 
I knew their Opinion, it would be loft 
Labour to argue againft either Side of the 
Queftion, and much more againft both 
Sides of it : But I can affure our T>ivines, 
that, which Side of the Queftion foever 
they fhould hold, the Confequence upon 
the Argument would be neither better nor 
worfe, than that they muft of Neceflity 
efpoufe the myftical and allegorical Inter- 
pretation of thefe Miracles, or grant that 
Jefus literally rais’d none from the Dead 
at all. 

But waving tliat fort of Argument for 
the prefent againft the Letter 5 thefe three 
Miracles are reputed the greateft that Jefus 
wrought: And, I believe, it will be 
granted on all Hands, that the reftoring a 
Perfon, indifputably dead, to Life again, 
is a ftupendous Miracle ; and that two or 
three fuch Miracles, well circumftanced, 
and credibly reported, are enough to con- 
ciliate the Belief of Mankind, that the 
Author of them was a divine Agent, and 
invefted with the Power of God, or he 

B 2 could 
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could not do them. But God knows (and 
for the fake of the Myftery, I am not 
forty to fay it) this is far from being the 
Cafe of thefe three Miracles before us, or 
of any one of them. 

That thefe three Miracles are not equal- 
ly great, but differ in Degree, is vifible 
enough to any one, that but curforily reads, 
and compares their Stories one with ano- 
ther. The Fathers of the Church (7) 
have taken Notice of fuch a Difference 
amongft them. The greateft of the three, 
and indeed, the (8) greateft Miracle, that 
is fuppos’d to have wrought, is that 
of Lazarus*'^ Refurreffion ; which, in 
Truth, was a moft prodigious Miracle, if 
his Corps was putrified and ftankj or if 
there were no juft Exceptions to be made 
to the Credibility of the Story. Next to 
that, in Magnitude, is JeJus's raifing of 

(7) Sufcitavcrat Dom'nus fiiiam Jairi Principis Synagogx. 
fed adhuc mediance morte, adbuc viaote Spiritu, adbuc 
Aniina Clauftra Tartari nefciente. Sufcicavit & unicum 
l^la:ris filium, fed fic ut retinerct Pheretrum, ut anticipaiet 
Sepulchrum, ut Corruptionem fufpcndcret, & prcvenirct 
fetorem ; ur ante mortuo Vitam redderet, quatn tota mor- 
tuus jura Mortis intraret. Circa Lazarum vero quod geritur 
totum fingularc eft, quern circa Vis tota Mortis impkta eft. 
In Pet. Clay/oL Serm. Ixiii. 

(8) Inter omnia Miracula quae fecit Dominus nofter 
] tlus Chriftus, Lazari Refurrc(^io prstcipuc pracdicatur, 
St. Anguft. in Ltc. yohun. 


tllC 
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the Widow’s Son,* as they were carrying 
him to his Burial: And a great Miracle it 
was to bring him to Life again ; if none 
before Qr fince had been miftaken for dead, 
and carried to their Graves alive,- or if 
no Impoftor, and his Confederates, could 
frame fuch a feemingly miraculous Scene, 
as is that whole Story, to his own Glory. 
The leaft of the tTiree is that of his raifing 
Jairus^s Daughter, which in Appearance 
is fo far from a Miracle, that according to 
the Story it felf, fhe was but afleep, or by 
the Shrieks of By-ftanders frighted out of 
her Senfes for the prefent. 

But however it really might be with 
thefe three fuppofed dead and revived Per- 
fons ; the Cafe of none of them was well 
enough circumftanced to ferve the Purpofe 
of our T>ivines. I am apt to believe with 
the Fathers, that a£lual]y did raife 
the dead j but then, as thefe Miracles are 
only recorded for the fake of the Myftery, 
I affirm that none of them, as to the 
Letter^ will abide the Teft of a critical 
Examination, nor ftand its Ground againft 
fuch Exceptions as may be made to them. 
If Jefus was to raife any dead Bodies to 
Life, for a Teftimony of his divine Power 
and Authority, he would and fliould have 
made Choice of other dead Perfons, un- 
der other Circumftances of Death ; and 

the 
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the Hiftory of their RefurreSion Ihould 
have been more credibly and carefully j 

tranfmitted to Pofterity, fo as there Ihould i 

have been no Room left to make a reafo- 
nable Doubt of the Truth of it. But this, 

I fay, is not the Cafe in the Refufcitation 
of any of thefe Perfons, as will appear 
from the following Remarks and Obfer- 
vations upon them. And 

1 . Obferve, that the unnatural and pre- I 

pofterous Order of Time, in which thefe 
Miracles are related, juftly brings them all 
under Sufpicion of Fable and Forgery. 

The greateft of the Three is indifputably 1 

that of Lazarus'^ Refurreftion j but fince 
this is only mention’d by St. John^ who ' 

wrote his Gofpel after the other Evange^ 
lijht and above Sixty Years, according to 
the beft Computation, after our Lord’s 
Afcenfion ; here is too much Room for 
Cavil and Queftion, whether this Story be 
not entirely his Invention. What could 
be the Reafon that Matthew^ Mark^ and 
Luke^ who all wrote their Gofpels before 
Johriy and many Years nearer to the 
Death of our Saviour, fiiould omit to re- 
cord this moft remarkable and illuftrious 
Miracle of Lazarus ? They could not for- I 

get it, nor be ignorant of it, if the Story 
had been really true} and to aflign any 

other 
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other Reafon than Ignorance or Forget- 
fulnefs, is hard and impoffible. Toaggran- 
dize the Fame of their Mafter for a Worker 
of Miracles, was the Defign of all th^Evan- 
gelifts, efpecially of the three firft, who 
may be prefumed to make a Report of 
the greateft, if not of all, that Jefus ' 
wrought: But that there fliould come 
after them an Evangeltjly with a» huge 
and fuperlatively great Miracle, and meet 
with Credit for it, is againft all Senfe and 
Reafon 5 neither is there any Story fo dif- . 
orderly told in all Hiftory, that Criticks will 
admit of the Belief of. The firft Writer 
of the Life of an Herocy to be fure makes 
mention of all the grand Occurrences of 
It, and leaves no Room for Biographers 
afterwards, but to enlarge and parapnrafe 
upon what he has written, with fome 
other Circumftances and Additions of lefs 
Moment. If a third or a fourth Biogra- 
pher after him fliall prefume to add a more 
illuftrious Tranfaftion of the Heroe^s Life, 

It wdl be rejeded as Fable and Romance* 
tho for no other Reafon than this, that the 
firft Writer muft have been appriz’d of it 
and would have inferted its Story, if there 
had been any Truth in it. And whether 
bt.John s Story of Laz.arus\ Refurreftion 
t^hat Miracle of Miracles, ought not to be 
lubjeded to the like Criticifm upon it. 

CbriJU. 
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Chriftians may confider, and Infidels will 
judge. 

What then was the Reafon, I ask again, 
that the three firft E'vangeli/ls negleded to 
record this renown’d Miracle of Lazarus? 

And why too (may I enquire here) did 
not Matthew and Mark mention the Story 
of the Widow of Naim’s Son, as they 
could not but know of it, if true, more 
certainly than Luke, the Companion of 
I^aul, who alone has made a Report of 
• it ? Grotius fays, (9) it may feem jirange 
that this illuflrious Miracle of the Widow’s j 

Son was omitted by Matthew and Mark: 1 

And what is the Reafon that Grotius gives 
for this ftrange Omiffion ? Why, he tells 1 
us (10) that thefe two Evangelifis were \ 

content with one miraculous Injtance of this 
Kindy by which Chriftians might judge of 
jefus’r ^ower in others alfo. And is this 
Reafon fufficient ? True it is, they were 
content with one Inftanccj but if they 
had made a Report of two or three more > 

of the fame fort , no body would have 
thought their Hiftory of overcharg’d 
with impertinent and tautological Repeti- 

(9) Mirum videri poteft Hiaoriam hanc tam illuarem , 

a Matthxo 8c Marco omilTdin. In Loe. Ltu. | 

(to) Sed videtur mibi horutn uterq; contentus fuilTe' 
uno Exempio reddit* Vitx in Jairi filia cx quo fimilia 
alia poflunt intcHigi. In Ltc. Luc. 

tions. 

I 


Digitized by Google 



( 9 ) 

tions. But one Inftance of a Perfon rais’d 
from the dead, they were,' fays Grotius, 
content with : And I’ll grant one to be 
fufficient : But which then fhould they, as 
wife and confiderate Hiftortans have made 
Choice of, the greateft or the leaft Mira- 
cle ? The greateft, to be fure, and that 
was of Lazarus^ or of the Widow's Son, 
if they knew of either. But inftead of ei- 
ther of thefe, they tell us the Story of Jai- 
russ Daughter, that is (it) an imperfect 
and difputable Miracle, in Comparifon of 
the other two, which confequently they 
knew nothing at all of, or they would have 
preferr’d the Report of them. 

Vi Matthew y the ft rft Writer, had re- . 
corded only the Story of Lazarus^ whofe 
Refurreftion was the greateft Miracle j 
and if Luke had added that of the Wi- 
dow of Naims Son ; and John laftly had 
remember’d us oijairus's Daughter, which 
the other Evangelijlsy not through Igno- 
rance or Forgetfulnefs, but ftudying Bre- 
vity, had omitted, then ail had been 
well ; and no Obje6lion had hence lain 
againft the Credit of any of thefe Mira- 
cles, or againft the Authority of the E'van- 
gelifts } But this unnatural and pre- 

(ii) Nondum perfefla Mor« eft ia Puella. St, Augujl. 
in Serm. xcviii. 

C pofterous 
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pofterous Order of Time, in which thefe ] 
Miracles are recorded (the greateft being I 
poftponed to the leaft) adminifters juft f 
Occalion of Sufpicion of the Truth and 
Credibility of all their Stories. And it is 
lucky for Chriftianity, that Jews and In- 
fidels have not hitherto hit upon the Ab- 
furdity of this prepofterous Narration, or 
they might have form’d a cogent Ob- 
jeflion againft thefe Miracles thus, fay- 
ingj 

“ Jefus^ it is manifeft, rais’d not the 
“ dead at all. The only Perfon that , 
“ Chriftians can reafonably pretend, be 
did raife, was Jairus's Daughter, whom 
“ Matthew writes of ; and fhe, according i 
“ to the Story, was only in a Sleep, or an 
“ Extafy, when Jefiis revived her. But 
“ the Galileansy who were after a Time 
call'd Chrifiiansy finding their Account 
“ in a RefurreQion- Miracle 5 Luke^ for 
“ the farther Advantage of the Caufe, de- 
vifed another Story of better Circum- 
“ ftances, in the Widow of Naim*s Son : 

“ But this not being fo great a Miracle, 
as the Church ftill wanted } John, when 
“ no body was alive to contradi£l: and ex- 
« poftulate with him for it, trumps up a 
“ long Story of a thumping Miracle, in 
“ Jefus*% raifing of Lazarus, who had 
« been not only dead, but buried fo long 

‘‘ that 
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that he flank again. But to prove the 
“ Story of this Miracle to be falfe and fa- 
“ bulous, we need fay no more than that 
** it was laft recorded. If there had been 
“ any Truth in it, the firft Evangelifi 
“ would have remember’d us of it. 

“ We don’t fuppofe that you Chriftians, 
“ becaufe of your Prejudices, will fub- 
“ fcribe to this Account, that we thus 
“ give of the Rife of thefe Miracles : But 
“ this is certain, that if thefe three Mira- 
“ cles had not been reported of Jefus, 
“ but of Mahomet, in the fame Diforder of 
“ Time, by three different Hiflorians, 
“ you would prefently have fcented the 
Forgery and Impofture : You would 
juftly have affirm’d that the three Stories 
“ were apparently three Fables and Falf- 
“ hoods; and that the three Hiflorians 
“ vifibly ftrove to outflretch each other : 
That the firft was fparing and modefl in 
“ his Romance j and the fecond, being fen- 
** Able of the Infufficiency of the former’s 
“ Tale, devifes a Miracle of a bigger 
Size i which flill not proving fufficient 
“ to the End propofed ; the third 'Writer, 
“ rather than his Prophet’s Honour fhould 
“ fink for want of aRefurreftion-Miracle, 
“ forges a Story of a monflroufly huge 
“ one ; againfl which it is, and always will 
“ be Ob)e£lion enough, that it was not 
C z “ related 
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‘‘ related by the firft Hiftorian. So would 
“ you Chriftians argue againft thefe three 
“ Miracles in another Impoftor's Cafej 
“ and there is not a judicious Critic in the 
“ Univerfe, that would not approve of 
“ the Argument, and applaud the Force 
“ of it, tho’ you will not endure the 
“ Thoughts of it in the Cafe of your 
“ Jefus. 

“ But to come nearer home to you j 
“ fuppofc Jok}2 (who was then above an 
“ Hundred, and in his Dotage) had not 
“ reported this Miracle of Lazarus \ but 
“ that Clement ('joining it with his (i 2) in- 
“ credible Story of the Refun eftlon of a 
“ ^Phamix) or Jgnatins, or Polycarpj or the 
“ Author of the Apoflolical Conftitutions 
had related it ; would not your Chrifti- 
“ an Critics have been at VVork to ex- 
“ plode it? There is not an antient cxtra- 
“ evangelical Tradition of any Note about 
“ Jefus^ that fome or other of your Cri- 
“ tics have not boggled at; but fuch a 
“ Story as this of Lazarus would have 
“ been received by none. I queftion, 
“ whether Mr. JVhiJlon would not have 
rejected the Conjiitutions upon fuch a 
“ Story in them ; or if his Fancy for fome 
“ other Things in them had overcome his 

(iz) In Epift. prima id Corinth. Cop. xxir. 

Reafon 
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“ Reafon againft this j yet Bifiiop Small- 
“ brokey who has written againft the Ca- 
“ nonicalnefs of the ConJlitutionSy with 
“ his judicious Animadverfions upon this 
‘‘ Story, would abfolutely have over- 
“ thrown their Authority. And what 
“ would he have faid here? Not only 
“ that the Miracle fmells rankly of Forge- 
“ ry and Fraud, or the Evangeliflsy efpeci- 
“ ally MattheWy had never forgotten to re- 
cord it i but he would have reminded us 
“ of intrinfick Notes {hereafter to be men- 
^Iftiond) of Abfurdity and Incredibility, 

“ that would for ever have cafhier’d the 
“ Belief of it. And whether we Infidels ^ 
“ ought not to take the lame Liberty to* 
*' criticize on Johnh Gofpel, which you 
do on your Apoftolical Fathers, who 
“ wrote before him, let the impartial and 
“ unprejudiced judge; If in Juftice we 
ought to take it ; we are fure we could 
“ give two or three notable Reafons (but 
“ that we will not now put Chiftians out 
of Temper with them) why John may 
“ be fufpefted of a Miftake or Fraud 
“ in this Miracle, rather- than any other 
“ Chriftian Writer of the firfl or fecond 
“ Century. 

To fuch an unhappy Objeftion, arifing 
from the unnatural and prepofterous Order 
of Time, in which they are recorded, 

are 
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are thefe three Miracles before us obnoxi- 
ous. And I am thinking how Mtnifters of 
the Letter will be able to get over it. As 
for my felf, who am for the myftical Inter- 
pretation of thefe Miracles, I have a folid 
and fubftantial Anfwer at Hand to the fore- 
faid Objeftion, 4 n Anfwer that curioufly 
accounts for the Order of Time in which 
thefe Miracles are related ; but my Anfwer 
will not pleafe our Divines, nor ftand them 
in any ftead j therefore they muft look up 
another good one of their own, that will 
comport with the Letter ; or the faid Ob- 
jeftion, improved with another prefently 
againfl: Lazarus's Refurreftion, will be too 
hard, not for Chriftianity it felf, but for 
their Miniftry. 

Grotius, being aware of the forefaid 
Objeftion, has given us fuch a (13) Solu- 
tion of it as then accurr’d to his Thoughts. 

Whitby, not being fatisfied with Gro- 


Cl 3 ) Qu*ri folet, cur hanc tarn nobilem Hiftoriam 
priorcs Evangelii fcriptores non attigerint. Mihi hoc 
I'uccurrit, cum illi fcriberent, vixifle refufcitatum Laza- 
rum, 8c periculum' ci fuifle a Judseis, H quod illi accidcrat, 
palam vulgarecur. Nam etiam niox narratur C. xii. lo. 
ob hoc ipfum llruiftas ci infidias. Quare vifum illis hoc 
ad tempus fubticeri pofle, cum alia Exempla refufcitato- 
rum fuppcterent. At mortuo Lazaro, cum jam nemini 
periculum ex rci Narrationc fieri polTct, additum hoc 
Johanne in hac quafi pisetermilTorum ColIeSione. In Loc. 
yohm. 
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Solution, has given us (14) another: 
But how weak and infufficient both their 
Solutions are, I will not (pare Time to 
con fide r, till fome Writer (hall appear in 
Defence of the Sufficiency and Strength of 
one or other of them. And fo I pafs toa 

2. Second Obfervation, by Way of Ob- 
jeftion to the Letter of thefe Miracles, and 
that is, by enquiring, what became of 
thefe three Perfons after their Refurre£fi- 
on ? How long they liv’d afterwards ? And 
of what Ufe and Advantage were their 
reftored Lives to the Church or to Man- 
kind ? The Evangelical and Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory is entirely filent as to thefe Quefti- 
ons, which is enough to make us fufpe£t 
their Stories to be merely romantick or 
parabolical j and that there were no fuch 
Perfons rais’d from the dead j or we mud 
have heard fomewhat of their Station and 



(14) The lad of the three writing but fifteen 

Years after our Lord’s Afeenfion, might think it needlefs to 
mention a Miracle concerning a Perfon, living fo near 
JtrufaUm, where there was fo great a Fame thereof, and fo 
many living Witnefles. St.John, writing his Gofpel, fay 
the Ancients, above fixty Years after our Lord’s Afeenfion. 
when by the Deaths of the Perfon, and mod of the Witnefles 
that were prefent at his RefurrcAion, the Memory and Fame 
of it might be much impar’d, had great Reafon to perpetuate 
the Memory of it, by this large Rchearfal of it. In hoc. 
Johm, 

Con- 
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Converfation in the World afterwards. 
It’s true, that (15) fays, what 

he found among Traditions, that Lazarus 
lived thirty Years after his Refurredion : 
But how did he fpend his Time all that 
while ? Was it to the Honour of Jefusy 
to the Service of the Church, and Propa- 
gation of the Gofpel? Of that we know 
nothing ; tho* in Reafon and Gratitude to 
JefuSy his Benefador, it ought to have 
been fo fpent j and if it had been fo em- 
ploy’d, Hiftory furely would have inform’d 
us of it. According to the Opinion of 
CtfOtiuSy in a Citation above, Lazarus for 
the reft of his reftored Life abfconded, and 
skulk’d about the Country for Fear of the 
JewSy who lay in Wait for him ; which is 
a Suggeftion, not only difhonourable to 
J^fuSy as if the fame Power, that rais’d 
him from the dead, could not proteft him 
againft his Enemies ; but reproachful to 
Lazarus h\m^G\^y who fliould have chofen 
to fuffer Death again, rather than not bear 
an open Teftimony to JefuSy the Author 
of his Refurredion. However it was, we 
hear no more of LazaruSy than that he 
lived thirty Years afterwards, which Tra- 

Qiiln 8c illud inter traditiones rcperimus triginta 
turn Annos natum fuifle Lazarutn, cum a mortuis cxcitatus 
cil; arq; idem ille poflea triginta aliis annis vixic. Tn 
Htref. Ixvi. SeB, 34. 

dition. 
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dition, without other Memorials of his 
Life, brings the Miracle more under fufpi- 
cion of Fable, than if he had dy’d foon 
after it. And of Jairus’s Daughter, and 
of the Widow of Naim*s Son, which is 
aftonifliing, we read nothing at all. Does 
not this Silence in Hiftory about them, 
make their Miracles queftionable, and but 
like Gulliverian Tales of Perfons and 
Things, that out of the Romance, never 
had any Being. 

Jefus did but (i 6) call a little Child ^ and 
fet him in the vudft of his Difciples ; and 
that Aft w'as remember’d in the Piety and 
Zeal (17) of Ignatius^ who made a re- 
. novvn’d Bifliop. But the Favour and Blef- 
fing conferr’d on thefe three rais’d Perfons 
was exceedingly greater^ and one might 
have expedled, that Lazarus and the Wi- 
dow’s Son would have been eminent Mi- 
nifters of the Gofpcl. But inftead of that, 
their Lives afterwards were pafs’d in Ob- 
feurity, or what’s as bad, Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory has neglefted a Report of them. 
What can any one hereupon think lefs, , 
than that the Favour of the Miracles was 
loft on undeferving Perfons, which I ab- 
hor the Thoughts of; or that their Stories 

( 16 ) Matt, xviii. a. 

(17) In Nicephor. Callift. Eccl. Hift. L.ii. c. 

D are 
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are but Parables, which I rather incline 

to. 

Minifters of the Letter may here fay, 

“ That the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of the A- 
“ poftolical Age is very fcanty j and that 
many Memorials of other Perfons and 
Tranfa£fions are- loft and buried in Ob- 
“ livion : Which unhappy Fate has at- 

“ tended the after-Lives and A£fions of 
“ thefe rais’d Perfons, or undoubtedly we j 
“ fhould have had a famous Record of ' I 
“ them.” This is not impolTible} tho’ ; 
in the Wifdom of Providence it is hardly 
probable, but that fome more Remem- 
brance rriuft have been left of one or o- I 
ther, if not of all the three Perfons ; in as * 
much as fuch a Remembrance of them 
would now-a-days have no lefs gain’d a 
Belief of the Miracles, than this Hiftorical 
Silence tends to the Difcredit of them. 

’Tis fomewhat ftrange, that we hear no 
more of the after-Fame and Life of any 
of the difeafed Perfons whom Jefus mi- 
raculoufly cured j excepting of the Wo- 
man^ heal’d of an IfTue of Blood 5 who, 
tho’ fhe [pent ALL jhe had^ even ALL 
her Living upon Vhyjicians\ yet out of 
the Remains of it, ere£led, fays (18) Eu- 
febiust at Cafarea Thilippit two moft coft. 1 
ly Statues of Brafs, to the Memory of 

fiS) In Eccl. Hift. L. vii. c. i8. 

ye/ns 
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ye/us and ofherfelf, and of the Miracle 
wrought by him ; which Dr. Whitby (19) 
as if he was tainted with Infidelity, endea- 
vours to make an idle Tale of. But ex- 
cepting, I fay, this Story of the Woman, 
we hear nothing of any other heal’d Per- 
fon ; which is Matter of fome Speculation : 
But that the Perfons rais’d from the 
Dead fliould not at all be mentioned in 
Hiftory for their Labours and Lives af- 
terwards to the Honour of JefuSj is ab- 
folutely unaccountable. Whether fuch a' 
profound Silence in Hiftory about them 
be not fhocking of the Credit of the Mi- 
racles, let our confider. I am of 

Opinion, that if Jefus really rais’d thefe 
Perfons from the dead 5 this and no other 
Reafon, in the Providence of God, can 
be given for the Silence ofEcclefiaftical Hi- 
ftory about them afterwards, than to make 
dead lettered Stories of their Miracles, in 
order to turn our Heads entirely to the 
Confideration of their myftical Significa- 
tion, witho,ut which the Letter^ for the 
Argument before us, is deferying of no 
Regard nor Credit. 

3. By way of Objeffion to ’the Letter 
of thefe three Miracles, let us confider the 

(19) In Loc. Matthaei. 

D Con- 
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Condition of the Perfons rais’d from the 
dead ; and whether they were at all pro- 
per Perfons for Jefus to work fuch a Mi- 
racle upon, in Teftimony of his divine 
Power. If they were improper Perfons 
according to the Letter^ ’tis not credible 
that He, who was the Wifdom of God, 
would raife them? or if he did, it, was 
becaufe they were the propereft to make 
tnyftical Emblems of their Stories. 

That Jefus ought to have rais’d all that 
dy’d, where-ever he came, during the 
Time of his Miniftry, none, I prefume, 
can hold. Two or three Inftahces of his 
almighty and miraculous Power of this 
Kind will be allow’d to be fufficient : 
But then they muft be wifely and judici- 
oufly made Choice of, out of a vaft Num- 
ber of Perfons, that muft needs die in • 
that Time. Where then was his Wifdom 
and Prudence to chufe thefe three Perfons 
above others to that Honour ? Why were 
all of them, or indeed any one of them 
prcferr’d to other Perfons of a different 
Age and Condition in the World? Nay, 
if the Letter of their Stories is only to be 
regarded, were not all thefe three Per- 
fons almoft the impropereft and moft 
unfit of any for Jefus to exercife that 
Power on ? 

I ' I 

r 

Jairus^ 
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Jairush Daughter was an infignificant 
Girl of twelve Years old : And there 
could be no Rcafon for raffing her, but to 
wipe Sorrow from the Hearts, and Tears 
from the Eyes of her Parents, who ought 
to have been better Philofophers, than im- 
moderately to grieve for her. And was 
here a good Reafon for Jefus to interpofe 
with his Almighty Power? No certainly; 
a Ledfure of Patience and Refignation in 
this Cafe had been enough. And tho* 
Jefus could raife her from the dead j yet 
for as much as that Favour was to be con- 
ferr’d but on a few; and his Miracles 
ought to be ufeful as well as confpicuous, 
fhe fhould have been pafs’d by, as an im- 
proper Obje£f of his Power, in Compari- 
ibn of many others, prefently to be named. 
If therefore a better Reafon, than vvliat's 
difcernible in the Letter^ is not to be 
fetch’d from the Myftery ; I cari't fuppofe 
that JefuSt the Wifdom of God, would 
raife this Girl ; but that the modern Be- 
lief of her Refufcitation, exclufive of the 
myfiical Signification, is, as fball be by and 
by argued, altogether groundlefs. 

Ihe Widow of Naim's Son too was 
but a Touth^ and whether any 

thing older than the Girl above is doubt- 
ful; but his Life certainly was of no 
fTiqre Importance to the World after, than 

, before 
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before his Refurre£lioru And why was 
he then one of the three to be rais’d from 
the dead ? Why had he this Honour done 
him, before others of greater Age, Worth, 
and Ufe to Mankind? Some will fay, for 
the Comfort of his forrowful Mother. And 
is this Reafon fufiicient > A Difcourfc on 
thePleafures of Abraham'% Bofom, where 
flie would e’er long meet her Son, had 
been enough to cheat her Heart. If there- 
fore the Fathers don’t help me to a folid 
myftical Reafon, why the Son and only Son 
■ of a Widow was to be rais’d hy Jefus^ as 
they were carrying him to his Burial, I’ll 
not believe, He would raife this dead Boy 
rather than many others, for the Mani- 
feftation of his Power ^ but that the Story 
of his Refur redHon, as fhall foon be reafo- 
nably proved, was all Sham and Cheat. 

Lazarus indeed ,Jefus‘s Friend, 
whom he loved j and as I will not que- 
ftion but Jefush Affedlion was wifely and 
defervedly placed on himj fo here, to 
Appearance, was a better Reafon for the 
raifing of him, than of either of the other 
Two. But even this. Reafon, fuppofing 
Jefus was to raife but three Perfons, is 
not fufficient againft the Cafes of many 
others that may be put fbr the Mani- 
feftation of his Power, for the 111 uft ration 
of his Wifdom and Goodnefs, and for the 

Con- 
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Converfion of Unbelievers ; Conlequently, 
if this Story of Lazarus be not parabo- 
lical, the literal Fa£l is difputable, and 
obnoxious to fuch Exceptions prefently to 
be obferved againft it, as will not be eafily 
got over. 

Jefus rais’d the dead, and wrought 
other Miracles, fay our twines often, not 
only to manifeft his own Power and Glory, 
but his Love to Mankind, and his Incli- 
nation to do them good : For which Rea- 
fon his Miracles are ufeful and beneficial 
as well as ftupendous and fupernatural 
A8:s, dii purpofe to conciliate Men's 
Affedions as well as their Faith to him. 
On this Topick our Divines are copious 
and rhetorical, when they write onJefus\ 
Miracles, as if no more ufeful and won- 
derful Works could be done, than what 
he did. And I do agree with them, that 
^^what Reafon befpeaks) the Miracles of a 
pretended Author of Religion ought to be 
both as ufeful and great as could 
be. But fuch were not Jefus % Miracles 
according to Letter, and leaft of all his A61:s 
of raifing the dead. For if we confider 
the Perfons rais’d by him, we fhall find, 
he could hardly have exerted his Power 
on any of lefs Importance to the World, 
both before and after their Refurredion. 
A young Girl indeed is fitter to be rais’d 

than 
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than a decrepid old Woman, who by the 
Courfe of Nature was to return to Cor- 
ruption again, as foon as reftor’d to Life : 
And a Boy rather than an infirm old Man 
for the fame Rea Ton ; And Lazarus the 
Friend oijefus, perhaps, and but perhaps, 
rather than his profefs’d Enemy. But 
what arc thefe three Perfons in Compari- 
fon of many others of other Circum- 
ftanccs ? Inftead of a Boy and a G/r/, and 
even of Lazarus^ who were all of no 
Confequence to the Publick, either before 
or fince, I fliould think, Jefus ought to 
have rais’d an ufeful Magiftratp, whofe 
Life had been a common Bleflingj an in- 
duftrious Merchant, whofe Death was a 
publick Lofs ; a Father of a numerous 
Family, which for a comfortable Subfift- 
ance depended on him. Such dead Ob- 
jefts of Jefush Power and Companion 
could not but offer themfelves, during the 
Time of hisMiniftry; and if he meant to 
be as ufeful as he could, in his Miracles, 
he would have laid hold on them. If a 
few Perfons only were to be rais’d from 
the dead, the forefaid were the properefi, 
whofe Refurreftion and Return to Life 
would have begotten thei Applaufe as well 
as the Wonder of the World ; would 
moft extenfively have fpread Jeftis's Fame ; 
and w'ould have gain’d him the Love and 
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Difciplefhip of all that heard of his being ^ 
fo great a Benefactor to Mankind. Such 
Inftances of his Power would have de- 
raonftrated him to be a moft benign as^ 
well as a mighty Agent j and none in In- 
tereft or Prejudice could have open’d their ^ 
Mouths againrt him, efpecially if the Per- 
fons rais’d from' the dead’ were feleCted 
upon the Recommendation of the People 
of 'this .or that City. But that an infigni- 
ficant.fi^y and a G/r/, (forfooth!) and the 
oh(cMv Q^az,arus^ are preferr’d by Jefus, 
to fuch publick and more deferving Per- 
fons, is unaccountable. Their Story there-' 
fore,, upon this Argument, favours of Ro- 
mance and Fraud j and unlefs the Myflery 
help us to, what the Letter can’t, a good * 
Reafon for Jefus's ConduCf- here, the Mi- 
' racles may be hence juftly queftion’d, and 
the Credibility of their Report difputed. ' 

, But now 1 am fpeaking of the Fitnefs 
and Unfitnefs of deceafed PeiTons to have 
this grand Miracle wrought on them ; it 
comes into my Head to ask, why Jefus 
; rais’d not the Baptift to Life again ? 

* A Perfon of greater Merits, and more 

worthy of the Favour of ^e/us and of 
. this _ Miracle, could not be. If JeJiis 
could raife any from the dead, he would 
'Purely have raifed him ; and why did he 
not? This a reafonable Qiieftion, and an 

E An- 
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Anfwer fliould be thought on for it. Was 
it a Thing out of Jefus*s Power ? Not fo ; 

He was Omnipotent, and could by Force f 
or Perfuafioh have refcued JehrPs Head out 
of the Hands of his Enemies j and the 
tacking it again to his Body, and the infu- 
fing new Life into him was no more diffi- 
cult to Jefus, than the Refufcitation of a 
ffinking Carcafs. If Jefus had here exer- 
ted his Power, and rais’d his deareft Friend 
and choiceft Minifter for the Preparation, 
if not Propagation of the Gofpel, none 
could queftion his Ability to raife any 
otherSj tho’ he had rais’d no more. But 
in as much ?isJohn the one of his 

lingular Merits and Services to Chrift, was 
. overlook’d, and negleffed by himj and 
three ufelefs and infignificant Perfons had 
this Honour done them, the Fafts may 
reafonably be called into queftion, and, if 
the Myfteries don’t folve the Difficulty, 
their literal Stories may hence be accoun- 
ted foolifl}, fiQitious and fabulous ^ efpe- 
cially if we confider, 


'4. That none of thefc three rais’d 
Perfons had been long enough dead to 
amputate all Doubt of Jf/ar’s miraculous 
Power in their Refurreff ion. As to Jairus'^ 
Daughter, Ihe was but newly expired, if 
at alfdead, when Jefns brought her to 

Life 
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Life again. Jefus himfelf fays, fhe was 
but aflcep. And according to Theophanes 
Cerameus {26) and TheophilaB (21) there 
is room to fufpeft that this Girl was only 
befide herfelf. And it is not impof- 
fible, but the paflionate Skreams of the 
Feminine By-ftanders might fright her into 
Fits, that bore the Appearance of Death ; 
otherwife why did Jejfus turn thcfe inor- 
dinate Weepers out of the Houfe, before 
he could bring her to her Senfes again ? And 
why did he tell her Parents, that fhe was 
only in a Sleep, but to comfort them with 
the Poflibility ofhis awakening her out of it ? 
Is not this deftruftive of the Miracle, and 
making no more of it, than what another 
Man might do? And is there not fome 
Probability, that here’s the whole of this 
Story ? But fuppoling fhe was really dead, 
yet for the farke of an indifputable Miracle 
in her Refurreftion, it muft be granted, 
that fhe ought to have been much longer, 
fome Days, if not Weeks, dead and buried. 

As to the Widow of Naiffl*s Son, there 
was fome what more of the Appearance of 
Death in him, than in Jairus\ Daughter. 
He was carried forth to his Burial, and fo 
may be prefumed to be really a dead 

(’2o)«Puellam cx illo Tumultu plangeatium ftupore corrcp- 
tam file, non veto dcfuntSUm. In Homil. dt Jain fiUn. 

(ai) In Loc.Macthx. 

E 2 Corpfe. 
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Corpfe. But might not here be Fraud or 
Mihake in the Cafe? Hiftory and com-, 
mon Fame affords Inftances of the mifta- 
ken Deaths of Perfons, who fometimCs 
have been unfortunately buried alive, and 
at ocher Times happily, by one Means or 
other, reftored to Life: And who knows 
but Jefus^ upon fome Information or 
other, might fufpeft this Youth to be 
in a lethafgick State, and had a Mind to 
try, if by chafing, he could not do, 
what fuccefsfully he did, bring him to his • 
Senfes again ? Or might not a Piece of 
Fraud be here concerted between Jefus, 
a fubtil Y outh, and his Mother and others ; 
and all the Formalities of a Death and Bu- 
rial contrived, that whofe Fame for 

a Worker of Miracles was to be rais’d, 
might here have an Opportunity to make 
a Shew of a grand one. The Mourning of 
the Widow, who had her Tears at Com- ' 
mand and Jefus’s cafual meeting of the 
Corpfe upon the Road, looks like Contri- 
vance to put the better Face upon the 
Matter. God forbid, that I fhould fuf- 
pe£t, there was any Fraud of this Kind 
here} but of the PoflTibility of it, none 
can doubt. And where there is a Pof- 
fibility of Fraud, it is Nonfenfe, and 
mere Credulity to talk of a real, certain 
and ftupendous Miracle, efpecially where 

the 
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the Juggler and pretended Worker of Mi- 
racle has been detefted in forae of his 
other Tricks. All that I have to fay here 
to this Matter, is, that if Jefus had a 
mind to raife the Son of this VVidow, in 
Teftimony of his divine Power, he fliould 
have fuffer’d him to have been buried two 
or three Weeks firft} otherwife, if the 
Myftery don’t account for Jefus\ flopping 
the Bearers of theCorpfe upon the Road, 
here is too much Room for Sufpicion of 
Cl>eat in the Letter of this Story. 

Z.<2SS<2r«j’sCafe feemsto be the lefs excep- 
tionable of the three. He had been buried 
four H>ajSy and fuppofed to be putrified in 
the Opinion of his SifleriWi^ry, and of mo- 
dern Chriftians: And if fo, his Refufcita- 
tion was a moft grand and indifputable 
Miracle. And I could have wifh’d, if I 
had not loved the Myftery rather than 
the Letter, that no Cavil and Exception 
could have been made to it. Whether La- 
zarusy who was 7 ^/Ps Friend and beloved 
Difciple, would not come into Meafures 
with his Lord, for the Defence of his Ho- 
nour, and Propagation of his Fame, Infi- 
delsy who take Chriflianity for an Impo- 
fture, will not queftion ; And whether he 
would not confent to be interr’d alive, in 
a hollow Cave, where there was only a 
Stone laid at the Mouth of it, as long as 
' a 
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a Man could faft, none of them will doubt. 
Four Days was almoft too long for a Man 
to faft without Danger of Health ^ but if 
t\\o(G four T> ays are number’d according to 
the Arithmetick of Jefus s three T>ays in his 
Grave, they are reducible to two Days and 
three Nights, which Time, if no Viftuals 
were fecretly convey’d with him, a Man 
might faft in Lazarus's Cave. As to the 
ftinking of Lazar us’sC2i\'V.2ik : Thar, Infidels 
will fay, was but the Aflertion of his Sifter 
beforehand, like a Prologue to a Farce. 
None of the Speftators at bis Refurredion 
fay one Word of his ftinking. And as to 
the Weepings and Lamentations of Jefus 
and of Lazarus's Sifters, they will fay 
that was all Sham and Counterfeit, the 
better to carry on the Juggle of a feign’d 
Refurre 6 tion. And what’s worft of all, 
they will fay, that tlio’ Jefus did call La- 
zarus forth with a loud Voices as if he had 
been as deaf as a dead Man } yet his Face 
was hound about with a Napkin^ fo that 
the Spectators could not difcern what was 
of the Eflence of the Miracle, the Change 
of his Countenance from a dead to a live 
one, which is a plain Sign, that it was all 
Fraud and Impofture. 

God forbid, that I fiiould have .the fame 
Senfe with InfidelSyO^ this Matter; but to 
be juft to their Suggeftions and Imagina- 
tions 
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tions here, I muft needs fay, there are fome 
other unliappy Circumftances, prefently to 
be confider'd, in this Story, which, if they ^ 

are not emblematical, make it the moft 
notorious Cheat and Impofture that ever ! 

was put upon Mankind. In the mean ] 

Time, from what is here amued, it is j 

plain, that Lazarus was not (o long dead 1 

and buried, as that there is no Room to 
doubt of the Miracle of his Refurreftion. 

Now whether thefe Arguments againft 
thefe three Miracles, drawn from the . 
Shortnefs of the Time, in which thefe 
PeiTons lay for dead, have any Force in 
them, let our Divines confider. If no- 
thing of all this is in their Opinion affeft- 
ing of . the Credit of the. Miracles; yet 
they rtuft allow, that ^efus^ if he could 
raife the dead, miight have made Choice 
of other Inftances of Perfons, more unquefti- 
onably dead, who had lain longer in their 
Graves, and were in a vifible State of Putre- 
faftion. And if this grand Miracle of raifing 
the dead was to be wrought by Jefus for 
the Manifeftation of bis Glory,- and in 
Teftimony of his Authority j he fliould 
have exercifed his Power on fome fucli 
Perfons, -nominated by the Magiftrates of 
this or that City, who, with the People, 

Ihould be prefent at the miraculous Ope- 
ration, beholding the putrified Bodies, , 

(with- 
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(■without a Napkin before their Faces) and . 
how they were fuddenly enliven’d and in- 
visoi ated with new Flefh, after the Simi- 
litude of their priftine Form, when in 
Health and full Strength. Becaufe that Je- 
fiis rais’d not fome fuch Perfons to Life, 

I muft take the Stories of the three Mi- 
racles before us to be but typical of more 
myfterious Works ; or believe them for 
the Arguments above to be downright 
Cheats and Fables. And what is enough 
. to induce a modern Divine to this Opini- 
on, is • 

• t'* ; 

. 5. The Confideration, that none of 
thefe rais’d Perfons did or could, after the 
Return of their Souls to their Bodies,* tell 
any Tales of their feparate Exiftence, odier-. 
wife the Evangelifts had not^beem filent 
in this main Point, which is of the Eflence- 
of Chriftianity. ' Are 1 not omv ^ tvmes 
here reduced to an ‘ unhappy Dilemma,- 
either to deny the feparate Exiftence of the 
Soul, or the ptecedent cDeaths of thefe 
rais’d Perfons ? As Chriftians, we profefs 
to believe both, which feemingly are in- 
compatible 6r the Evangelifts had made 
fuch a Relation, as their return d Souls had 
given of the other World. Was any Per- 
fon, in this Age, to be rais’d to Life, that 
had been fome time dead the nrft Thing 
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that his Friends and Acqiiaintahce would 
enquire of him, would be to know, where 
his Soul had been?* in what Company? 
and how it had fared with'him? and Hi- 
ftorians would certainly recofd his Narra- 
tive. The lame Guriofity could not but 
^offefe People of old,^^ wften thefe-MiracIes 
were wrought; and if the' rais’d Pcrfons 
had told any Stories of their feparate Ex- 
igence, the Evangellfts no* fefs unqucfti- ,'*c 
onably would have reported- them', in as 
much as fuch a Report would have been 
not only a Confirmation of that Doflrine, 
which isoftheElTence of our Religion^ but 
an abfoluce Confutati^th of thtSadducees 
and Sceptifts of that Age,' aiKt of the Md- 
terialijis of this. But this their Silence in 
this Cafe is of bad Con fequence, either to 
the Doftrine of the Soul’s Exifience in 
Separation from the Body, or to thefe Mi- 
racles themfelves,- fince we rauft hereupon 
almoft neceflarily hold, that thefe rais’d 
Perfons were not at all dead, or that their 
Souls dy’d with them. 

The Author of a Sermon, aferib’d to 



(ii) Atque ut miracu’um divimi Virtutis accrelcf* 
ret, dum Convivis interrogantibus triftia Loca parnarum. 
fedefq; alta node femper obfeuras. Lazarus indicat diligenti 
narrationc per ordincra : Diu quxliti longifquc tcraporibus 

• ignorati 
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ter his Refurre£tion made a large Report of 
HeU, where he had been : But as this is a 
-mere Fiction of that Author, without the 
Jeaft Authority from Scripture ; fo I pre- 
fume it will be accounted a Blunder in 
him, to fuppofe the Soul of Las^ariiSy the 
Friend and beloved of Jefus, was in HeH. 
The Soul of Jefus indeed, for Reafons belt 
known to himfelf, upon his Death, de- 
- fcended into Hell, when fome think he 
fhould rather have gone, with the penitent 
Thief, into Paradife. But the Thoughts, 
that any of Jefus's Friends fhould go to 
Hell, I -fuppofe will not be borne withj 
pr what will become of the Preachers of 
this Age, who would be accounted Men 
of that Denomination. And if Lazarus*^ 
. Souls had been in Paradife, it was hardly 
a good Work in JeJus to recall it, for thir- 
ty Years afterwards, to the Miferies and 
Troubles of this wicked World. I wifh 
therefore our ‘Divines could determine, 
where Lazarus’s Soul was for the four 
Days of his Burial 5 becaufe I can’t polfi- 
bly conceive any thing elfe, than that he 
was not really dead, or that his Soul’ dy*d 
with him, or went to a bad Place, other- 
wife after his Refurreftion he had never 

ignorati invenerunt tandem inferi Proditorem. In Serm. cxvi. 

St. Auiuji. 

abfeond- 
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ahfconded for fear of the JewSy as if he 
.was unwilling to die again, and return to 
the Place from whence he came. ' 

But however it was with the Souls of 
thefe rais’d Pcrfons before their Re-union 
to their Bodies, here is another Difficulty 
and Objeftion againft thefe Miracles ; and 
how will ouvTDivines get over it ? Perhaps 
they may fay, that tho* thefe rais’d Perfons 
were before really dead j yet their Souls 
were not as yet gone to their Places prepar’d 
of God for them, but continued hovering 
about their Bodies, like the Flame about 
the Snuff of a Candle, with Defires 

iterumq\ reverti 

Corpora 

to be again rejoin’d to them. And with 
all my Heart let this Anfwer pafs, if our 
T^ivines and Infidels can fo agree upon it. 
As for my own Opinion, it is this, that 
thefe Miracles -of jefus are Parables, and 
that it was befide the Purpofe of the Para- 
ble, and of the Evangelifls to fay any thing 
of the Place and State of the Soul upon 
its Separation from the Body; otherwife 
the Letter of their Stories is manifeftly 
obnoxious to the Objeftion above, or the 
Deaths of thefe pretended rais’d Perfons, 
upon Chriftian Principles, are queftionable. 
But 

F 1 6. And 
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6 . And laftry,' Let us confider the in- 
trinfick Abrurdities and Incredibilities of 
the fevefal Stpries of thefe three Miracles. 
And fuch Abfurdities (hall we find in them, 
’ that, if they had been intended as Tefti- 
monies of Jefus*s divine Power, they had 
never been inferred in thefe Narratives. • 
As to Jrf/w’s Daughter, and her Refur- 
reftion from the dead, St. Hilary (23) 
hints, that there was no fuch Perfon as 
Jairus^ whofe Name was fiftitious, and 
coin’d with a fpiritual Signification for the 
Ufe of the Parable,* and he gives this 
Reafon, and a good Reafon it is, w-hy he 
thought fo, becaufc it is elfewhere (24) 
intimated in the Gofpel, that none of the 
Rulers of the Synagogues con feffedly be- 
lieved on Jefus. Is not here then a flum- 
' bling- Block at the Threfliold of the Let- 
ter of this Story ? But why' did Jefus, fay, 
this Girl was but in a Sleep? If- he was 
going to work a Miracle in her Refufeita- 
tion, he fhould not have call’d Death, 

' (2?) Princfps hie, Lex efle intelligitur, qux Dominum 
orac pro Plebe, quam ipfa Chrifto prsdicata ejusAdventus 
Expei^stione Butriverat, uc Vitana mortu* reddat. Nam 
nullum Principem credidifle legiraus, ex quo Perfona hujus 
Principis orantis merito in Typum aptabitur. In Loc, Mtttt. 

(24) John vii. 48. and xii. 42. 

Slee^f j 
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Slee ^ ; but if others had been of a contrary 
Opinion, he. fhould firft have convinced 
them of the Certainty of her Death, be- 
fore he did the great Work on her. And 
why did he charge the Parents of the Girl 
not to fpeak of the Miracle? If he meant 
it as a Teftimony of his divine P^vver, 
he fhould rather have exhorted them, in 
Juftice to himfelf, topublifli it, and make 
it well known. And why, as St. Ambroje 
(25) puts the Queftion, did he turn the 
People out of the Houfe, before he would 
raife her? The more Witnefles are pre- 
fent at a Miracle, the better it is attefted, 
and the more readily believed by others ; 
and who fhould be prefent'at the Miracle 
rather than thofe who were incredulous of 
Jefus's divine Power ? Are not all thefe 
Circumftances, fo many Abfurdities, which, 
if they are not to be accounted for in the 
Myftery^ are fo far deftruflive of the Let- 
ter, as that it is Nonfenfe and Folly in our 
divines to talk of a Miracle here, againft 
y^r’s.exprefs Word and Prohibition to 
the contrary. 

As to the Story of the Widow of Naim*$ 
Son, . excepting what is before obferved.oT 

: ‘ •• » i 

(xr) Quae tatncB tantse ■ direrfitatis Caufa ? Supra pub- 
Hce Vidux filius fufeitatur, bic renioventur plurcs iarbhrf. 
la Lie, Lhc. 

the 
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the fliortnefs of the Time, in which he lay 
dead, and of the Unfitnefs of his Perfon 
to be rais’d before an Husband and Father 
of a Family, to the Comfort of his Wife 
and Children, (which are enough to over- 
throw theCredibility of the Miracle) I have 
here no more Fault to find in the Letter 
of it. 

But the long Story Lazarus is fo brim- 
ful of Abfurdities, that, if the Letter alone 
is to be regarded, St.'^phny who was then 
above a hundred, when he wrote it, had 
lived beyond his Reafon and Senfes, or he 
could not have committed them. 

I have not room here to make Remarks 
on all thefe Abfurdities, which would be 
the Work of a Volume; but fliall fingle • 
out three or four of them at prefent, re- 
fer ving the reft for anpther Opportunity, 
when the whole Story of this Miracle will 
appear to be fuch a Contexture of Folly 
and Fraud, in its Contrivance, Execution, 
and Relation, as is not to be equall’d in 
all romantick Hiftory; and our ‘Divines 
will find themfelves fo diftrefs'd upon the 
Difleftion and Difplay of it, as that they 
muft of Neceflity allow this Story to be 
but a Parable 5 or, what’s moft grievous 
to think on, give up their Religion upon 
it. 

Firfl, 
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F/^?then, obferve thd.t JeJus is faid to 
have wept and groan* d for the Death of 
Lazarus : But why fo, fays Sr, Bafil? 
Avas not this an Abfurdity to weep at all 
for the Death of him, whom he could, 
and was about to recover to Life again ? 
Another Man may as reafonably grieve 
for the Abfence of his Friend, whofe Com- 
pany and Prefence he can retrieve in an 
Inftant, as that Jefus fhould filed Tears 
for Lazarus in this Cafe. If Jefus could 
not, or would not raife him from the dead, 
he ought not, as a Philofopher* who knows 
Man is born to die, to betray fo much 
Weaknefs as to weep for him. Patience 
and Refignation unto God upon the Death 
of our deareft Friends and Relations is * 
what all Philofophers have rightly taught j 
and Jefus^ one would think, fliould have 
been the moft Heroical Example of thefe ’ 
Graces j and how came he to fail of it 
here? A Stoical Apathy had better be- 
came him than fuch childifli and effemi- 
nate Grief, which not only makes him a 
mean and poor-fpirited Mortal ; but is a 
grofs Abfurdity and Incredibility upon Con- 
fideration of his Will and Power to fetch 

(xtf) Qua igitur Ratione, qui tanta hxc erat ta^urus, 
id quod cvenir, judicanet merito Lacrymis efle profequen- 
dum ? In Homil, dt Gratiarttm AHme. 

Laza- 
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Lazarus to Life again. If there be not, ' 
according to the Fathers, Myftery in thefe 
Tears of Jefus^ they are a foolifh and un- 
natural Prelude to a Farce he was afting, 
in the pretended Refufeitation of Lazarus, 

Some'antie’nt Catholicks not being ap- 
prifed of the Myftery, were fo offended 
at thefe Words, Jefus wept, that, as£/i- 
phantus\i7') fays, they expung’d them out 
of their Bibles ; and I wonder* they have 
not, before now, difturb’d the Faith of 
Minifters of the Letter, to- the utter' Re- 
jection of the Miracle. ' 

Secondly, Obferve that John fays, it was 
with a loud Voice, that Jefus call’d Laza- 
rus forth out of his Cave. And why, I 
* pray, a louder Voice than ordinary ? Was 
dead Lazarus deafer than Jairus's Daugh- 
ter, or the Widow's Son? Or was his 
’ Soul at fo great a Diftance from his Body, 
as he could not hear a ftill arid low Voice ? 
Some fuch filly R.eafon as this muff: be gi- 
ven for this loud Voice here ; but how ab- 
furd it is according to thte - Letter, Infidels 
will judge, till Chriftians can aflign a bet- 
ter. The dead can hear the Whifper of 
the Almighty, if Power go along with it, 

(27) Lacrymxtm ejl Jtfm, quod aliquando crafutn fu- 
ifle a Cafholicis quibufdam feribit Epiphaoius. Vid. 
JDruJinm in Loc. Johan. 

as 
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as foon as the Sound of a Trumpet. St. 
John then fliould not have written of a 
loud Voice, unlefs he meant to adapt his 
Story to the Capacities and Conceptions of 
the Vulgar, who have no Apprehenfions 
of God’s Power, out of fenfible and human 
Reprefentations of it. 

Thirdly, Becaufe that a Miracle fhould 
be well guarded againft all Sufpicion of 
Fraud, 1 was thinking to make it an Ab- 
furdity, that the Napkin, before Jefus rais’d 
Lazarus, was not taken from his Face, that 
the Speftators might behold his mortified 
Looks, and the miraculous Change of his 
Countenance from De^th unto Life. What 
Infidels think of this Circumftance I know 
not : I hope it is not*with them a Token 
of Fraud and Impoflure j tho’ I muft nteds 
fay, that if the Fathers did not let me in- 
to the Myftery of the Napkin about Laza- 
r«j’s Face when Jefus call’d him forth, I 
fhould not my felf like it. 

Fourthly, and laftly, Obferve, St. John 
fays, V. 45. that many of the who 

had feen the Things that Jefus '‘did here, 
believed on hitn\ and fame of them, v. 46. • 
who did not believe, went their Ways to 
the T hart fees, and told them what Things 
Jefus had done in -this pretended Miracle, 

G and 
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and how the Bufinefs was tranfa£led : 
Whereupon the Chief Priefts and Phari- 
fees were fo far incens’d as v. from that 
^ay forth they took Council together to put 
him to T)eath\ and Ch. xii. lo. confultedy 
that they might put Lazarus alfo to T)eath. 
Jefus therefore (and his Difciples and La- 
zarus fled for it, for they) v. 5 4.. walk'd 
no more openly among the JewSy but went 
thence into a Country near to the JVildernefs 
(a convenient hiding Place) and there cm- 
tinued with his Difciples otherwife in all 
Probability they had been all facrificed. 

1 dare not argue upon thefe Circutn- 
ftances, neither would I, for the Honour 
of Jefus have mention’d them ; but that 
my old Friend, the Jewifli Rabhiy who 
help’d me to the Sajifrical Invediveagainft 
JejUs's Miracle of turning Water into WinCy 
has hence form’d an Objedion againft La- , 
zarush Refurredion, and fent me a Letter 
upon it, defiring me to publilh it, and ex- 
hort the Clergy to anfwer it ; otherwife he 
would clandeftinely hand it about to the 
Prejudice of our Religion : Whereupon I, 
rather than Chriftianity fhould fo fuffer, do 
here publilh' it, and it is as follows. 

“ Siry When we laft difcours’d on Jefus*s 
<* Miracles, I prornifed to fend you my 
“ Thoughts on Lazarus*^ Refurredion, 

whicli riook upon as a notorious Im- . 

“ pofture. 
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“ pofture, and for the Proof ofit, need go no 
“ farther, than to the Circumftances of its 
“ Story, which your Evangelifi has related. 

“ If there had been an indifputable Mi- 
“ racle wrought in Lazarus's Refurrefti- 
“ on } why were the Chief Triefls and Tha~ 
“ rifees fo incens’d upon it, as to take 
“ Council to put both Jefus and Lazarus to 
“ J)eath for it ? Where was the ProvxKa- 
“ tion ? I can conceive none. Tho’ the 
“ Jews were ever fo canker’d with Ma- 
“ lice and Hatred to Jefus before i yet 
‘‘ fuch a moft ftupendous Miracle was 
“ enough to ftop their Mouths, and turn 
“ their Hearts: Or if their Prejudices a- 
“ gainft were infuperable, and they 
“ hated him but the more for the Nun> 
“ ber and Greatnefs of his Miracles ; yet 
why is poor Lazarus, inoffenfive Laza- 
“ rus, upon wliom this good and great 
Work was wrought, an Objed of their 
“ Hatred too ? Your L)ivines are to give a 
“ credible and probable Account of this 
“ Matter, fuch a one as will comport with 
“ Re^afon and Senfe; or we fliall conclude, 
“ that it was Frauds deteded in this pre- 
tended Miracle, which juftly provok’d 
“ the Indignation of our Anceftors. 

“ To fay, what is all you can fay, that 
“ it was downright Inhumanity, Barbarity 
“ afid Brutality in the Jews to hate La- 

G 2 “ zarus 
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** z,arus as well as Jefus^ will not do here.’ 
“ Tho* this’ may pafs with many Chrifti- 
“ ans, who are ready to fwallow, without 
“ chewing, any evil Reports of our Na- 
tions yet it can’t go down with rea- 
“ fonable <and unprejudic’d Men, who 
“ muft have other Conceptions of human 
Nature in all Ages and Nations, than 
“ to think it poflibk, that a Man, in La- 
zarus*s Cafe, can be hated and perfecu- 
ted, for having had fuch a good and won- 
“ dcrful Work done on him. And why 
“ then was he hated and perfecuted? I 
“ fay,* for this, and no other Reafon, than 
becaufe he was a Confederate with 
“ in the wicked Impofture he was putting 
upon Mankind. 

“ But fuppofing, what' is never to be 
“ granted, that the Jews of old were fo 
“ inhuman, brutifti and barbarous, as to 
“ hate and perfecute Lazarus as well as 
“ Jefus for' this Miracle j yet why did 
“ Difciples, with Lazarus^ 

« run away and abfcond upon it? for they 
“ V. 54. walk'd no more openly among the 
“ Jews, but went thence into a Country near 
“ to the fVildernefSy and there]&(us contimdd 
“ with his ^Difciples, Is hot here a plain 
“ Sign of Guilt and of Fraud ? Men, that 
« have God’s Caufc, Truth and Power on 
^ their Side, n^yer want Courage and Re- 

^folution 
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“ folution to ftand to it. And however 
your Chriftian ^riejis may palliate the 
** cowardly and timorous Conduft of Je- 
“ fus and his Confederates in this Cafe 5 
“ yet with me, ’tis like Demonftration, 
“ that there was a difeover’d Cheat in the 
“ Miracle, or they would undauntedly 
have faced their Enemies, witliout Fears 
‘‘ and A pprehenfions of Danger from them . 

“ Our Anceftors then, who unqueftio- 
“ nably deteded the Fraud, were in the 
“ right on’t to profecute with Severity, 
“ the whole Party concern’d in it ; And if 
“ they had aveng’d the Wickednefs of it 
upon Lazarus as well as they did upon 
“ Jefus^ I fhould have commended them 
“ for it. Whether fuch a monftrous Im- 
“ pofture, as was this pretended Miracle, 
“ happily difeover’d, does not call aloud for 
“ Vengeance and moft exemplary Puiiifb- 
ment 5 and whether any Nation ot the 
“ World would fuffer the like with Im- 
“ punity, let any Man judge, 

“ For all the Reports of your Gofpels, 
“ it is unnatural to hate a miraculous 
. Healer of Difeafes ; and there muft be 
“ fomewhat fupprefs’d about thelnvetera- 
cy of the Jews to Jefus, or his healing 
Power, if it was fo great as is imagin’d, 
muft have reconcil’d them to him : But 
that they fhould hate not only Jefus for 
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“ raifing the dead, but the Perfon rais’d 
** by him, is improbable, incredible, and 
“ impoffible. 

“ If Hiftorians can parallel this Story of 
“ the Malignity of the Jews towards Je- 
“ fus and Lazarus upon fuch a real Mi- 
“ racle, with any Thing equally barbarous 
“ and inhuman, in any other SeQ: or Na- 
tionj we will acknowledge the Truth 
“ of it againft our ancient Nation : Or if 
“ fuch Inhumanity ,abftra£l:edly confider’d, 
“ be at all agreeable to the Conceptions 
“ any one can form of human Nature in 
the moft unciviliz’d and brutifh People, 
“ we will allow our Anccftors, in this 
“ Cafe, to have been that People. 

“ Was fuch a real and indifputafale Mi- 
racle, as this of Lazarus is fuppofed, to 
“ be wrought at this Day in Confirmation 
“ of Chriltianity, I dare fay, it would 
“ bring all us Jews, to a Man, into the Be- 
** lief of it : And I don’t think it poflible, for 
“ any People to be fo bigotted, byafs’d, 
** and prejudiced, as not to be wrought 
on by it. Or if they would not part 
“ with their Interefts and Prejudices upon 
it, they would have more Wit and 
Temper, than to break forth into a Rage 
“ againft all or any of the Perfons concer- 
f* ned in it. And, for my Life, I can- en- 
“ terrain no worfc Thoughts of our old 
f* Nation. _ ** Sup- 
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“ Suppofing God fhould fend an Am- 
“ baflador at this day, who, to convince 
“ Chriftians of the Mifchiefs and Incon- 
“ veniences • of an Hireling Triejihood^ 

“ (hould work fuch a Miracle as was this 
“ of Lazarus’s Refurreftion, in the Pre- 
“ fence of a Multitude ofSpedators j how 
would your Bijhops and Clergy behave 
** themfelves upon it ? Why, they would 
“ be as mute as Fifhes j or if they did 
fret and grieve inwardly for the Lofs 
of their Intereftsj yet they would have 
“ more Prudence (ask them elfe,) than to 
“ fliew their Anger openly, and perfecute 
both Agent 2inA Bat tent \t. Where- 

“ fore then are they focenforious and un- 
charitable as to preach and believe ano- 
“ ther Notion and Doftrine of our An- 
ceftors? 

“ But if a falfe Prophet, for the Subver- 
“ fion of an Hireling Briefthoodt fhould, 

“ in fpite to the Clergy ^ counterfeit fuch a 
“ Miracle, and be detefted in the Opera- 
tion 5 how then would Priefts and Peo* 

“ pie, Magiftrates and Subjefts, behave up- 
on it ? Why, they would be full of In- 
« from that day forth would 

“ take Council to put the Iropoifor and his 
“ Confederate to Death, of which they 
“ would be mofl: deferving j and if they . 
did not abfeond and fly for it, like Jefus 

“ and 


Digitized by Google 



, ( 48 ) 

“ and his Difciples to a Wildernefs in the 
“ Country to hide themfelves, the Rage oF 
“ the Populace would hardly wait the 
“ Leifure ofjuftice to difpatcli and make 
“ terrible Examples of them. Was not j 

“ this exadly the Cafe ot Jefus's Impo- • 

“ ftufe of the Refurredion of Lazarus^ 

“ and of the Punifliment he was threaten’d 
“ with, and afterwards moft juftly under- 
“ went for it ? 

“ Mankind may be in fonfe Cafes very 
“ obdurate, and fo hard of Belief,as to hand 
“ it out againft Senfe, Reafon and Demon- ’ 
ftration : But I will not think worfe of 
of our Anceftors than of the reft of Man- 
kind ; or that they any more than others 
would have withftood a dear and indif- 
‘‘ putable Miracle in Lazarus's Refufcita- 
“ tion. Such a manifeft Miracle, let it be 
** wrought for what End and Purpofe we 
“ can poffibly imagine, would ftrike Men 
with Awe and Reverence; and none 
“ could hate and perfecute the Author of 
“ the Miracle j left He who could raife 
“ the dead, Ihould exert his Power againft 
“ themfelves, and either wound or fmite 
“ them dead with it. For which Reafon, 
the Relurredion o^LazaruSy on thecer- 
“ tain Knowledge of our Anceftors, was 
“ all Fraud, or they would have reverenc’d 
“ and ador’d the Power of him that did it. 

“ It 
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" It may be true, what John fays, that 
“ memj of the Jews who had feen the 
“ things that Jefus did believed on him j 
that is, believed that he had wrought . 
‘‘ here a great Miracle: But who were 
** thefe? the ignorant and credulous, whom 
“ a much lefs Juggler than Mr. Fawkes 
“ could eafily impofe on. But on the other 
Hand, it is certain, according to Chrifti- 
“ an Commentators^ that fame oft hem not 

believe the Miracle, but went their ways 
“ to the Pharifees, and told them what 
“ thtngs]Q^u% had^ne i that is, told them 
“ after what manner the Intrigue was 
“ managed, and complain’d of tn^e Fraud 
“ in it. How they came to fufpefl and 
“ dilcover the Fraud, was not John's 
“ Bulinefs to relate 5 and for want of 
other ancient Memorials, we can only 
“ guefs at it. Perhaps they difcern’d fome 
“ Motion in Lazarus^s Body, before^the 
Word of Command, to come forthy was 
“ given; perhaps they difcover’d fome 
Fragments of the Food, that for Four 
** ‘Days in the Cave, he had fubfifted on : 
** But however this was, they could not 
“ but take Notice of the Napkin about his 
“ Face all the while ; which JefuSy to pre- 
“ vent all Sufpicion of Cheat, ftiould have 
lirft order'd [to be taken off, that his 
** mortify’d Countenance might be view’d, 

H “ be- 


> 


Digitized by Google 



( 5 ° ) 

before the miraculous Change of it to 
“ Life was wrought. This Negled in 
“ Jefus (which I wonder John had no 
“ more Wit than to hint at) will be a 
^ lafting Obje£lion to the Miracle. Jefus 
“ was wifer, than not to be aware of the 
“ Objeftion, which he would have obvi- 
“ ated, if he durft, by a Removal of the 
“ Napkin, to the Satisfa£lion of all Spefta- 
“ tors there prefent. Becaufe this was 
“ not done, we Jews now deny, there 
“ was any Miracle wrought j and, whe- 
“ ther our Unbelief, upon this Circum-. 
“ ftance, ble not well grounded, we ap- 
peal to Chriftian Priefts themfelves, who 
“ muft own, that if there was a Miracle 
“ here, the Matter was ill conduffed by- 
JefiSt or fooliflily related by 
“ gelifi. i ■ V 

« It is a fad Misfortune that attends our 
« modern Enquiry after Trmh, that there 
are no other Memorials extant qfvthe 
« Life and Miracles of JefuSy what- 
“ are writ|en by his own Difciples. Not 
“ only old Time has devoured, but Chri- 
« ftians themfelves (which in the Opinion 
« of the Impartial makes for us) when 
“ they got Power into their Hands, wil- 
“ fully deftroy’d many Writings of our 
“ Anceftors, as well as of Celfus and E*orphi- 
“ rv, and others, which they could not art- 

“ fwerj 
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^ fwerj otherwife I doubt not but they 
“ would have given us clear Light into 
“ the Impofture of Lazarus % Refurrefti- 
on : But if Jefus^ according to his own 
** EvangeliflSy was arraign’d for a Decei- 
wrand Blafphemery in pretending to the 
“ Sonfhip and Power of God by his Mi- 
“ raclesj in all Probability this Piece of 
“ Fraud in Lazarus was one Article of the 
“ Indi£f ment againft him j and what makes 
“ it very likely is, that the Chief Triejls 
“ and Tharifees, from the Date of this pre- 
tended Miracle, took Counfel together to 
‘‘ put him to Deathy not clandeftinely or 
tumultuoufly to murder him, but judici- 
ally to punifli him with Death, which, 
“ if they proved their Indiftment by cre- 
“ dible and fufBcient Witnefles, he was 
moft worthy of. 

‘‘ As it is plain from the Story in John, 
that there was a Difpute among the By- 
“ (landers at Lazarus'^ Refurreflion, whe- 
ther it was a real Miracle or not fo it 
“ is the Opinion of us Jews, which is of 
“ the Nature of a Tradition, that the 
ChiefTriefts and civil Magiftrates of Be- 
“ thany, for the better Determination of 
“ the Difpute and quieting of the Minds of 
“ the People, requir’d that Jefus fhouLd 
“ re-aQ: the Miracle upon another Perfon, 
** there lately dead and buried. But Je- 

Hz 
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“ fus declining this Teft of his Pow^r, the 
“ whole Multitude of Believers, as well 
as of Unbelievers before, queftion'd the 
“ RefurreSion of Lazarus^ and were 
“ highly incens’d againft both him and 
Jefus for the Deceit in it. And this was 
“ ^?K^’Rea^on, among others, ofthatvehe- 
ment and univerfal Outcry and Demand, - 
“ at 7 <^j’sTryal, for his Crucifixion. 1*11 
“ not anfwer for the Certainty' of this 
“ Tradition or Opinion, but as the Expe- 
“ dieiir was obvipus, fo it has the Face of 
“ Truth and Credibility 5 and for the 
Proof of it, I need only appeal to Chri- 
“ ftian Triefis and Magiftrates^ whether, 
“ under a Difpute of a Miracle of that 
“ Confequence, they would not require, 
“ for full Satisfa£lion, it (hould be a^ed 
over again ; and if the "Juggler refufed, 
“ whether there would not be a general 
Clamour of People of all Ranks for his 
“ Execution. 

“ Matt hew i Mark and Lukot who knew 
« as much of this Sham Miracle as John, 
had not the Confidence to report itj 
becaufe, when they wrote, many Eye- 
“ witneffes of the Fraud were' alive to 
« difprove and contradiQ; them; therefore 
they confined their Narratives,to Jefus's 
lefs juggling Tricks, that had pafs’d more 
current: But after the JewiJh State 

“ was 


Digitized by Google 



( S3 ) . 

was diflblved, their judicial Records 
“ were deftroyM, and every body dead 
“ that could confute him, John ventures 
“ abroad the Story of this Miracle ; and 
** if the good Providence of God had not 
“ infatuated him, in the Infertion of the 
“ Circumftances here obferved, it might 
“ have pafsM through all Generations to 
“ come, as well as it has done for many 
“ paft, for a grand Miracle. • 

“ Thus, »5/r, have you a few of my 
“ Thoughts on the pretended Miracle of 
“ L<»« 4 r«j*s Refur reftion. I have more to 
“ beftow on it, but that I would not be 
“ tedious. There’s no need to argue a- 
** gainft the other two Refurre6fion-Sto- 
** ries. Y ou kno'N omne majus includit tni- 
** ms j and if the greateft of the three Mi- 
racles be an Impofture, the two lefs ones 
** of Confequence are Artifice and Fraud. 
“ And rather than the Miracle of Lazarus 
fhall ftand its Ground, I’ll have t’other 
Bout at it from fome other Circum- 
“ fiances } the Confideration of which will 
. make it as foolifh and wicked an Impo- 
** fture, as ever was contrived and tranfi-' 
afted in the World ; fuch a wicked Im^ 
“ pofture of moft pernicious Confequence 
to the Welfare of the Publick, that it is 
“ no Wonder the People^ by an unani- 
mous Voice, call’d for the Releafement 
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of Barrabbas^ z Robber and Murderer, < 

“ before I don’t'fuppofe thefe Ar- j 

guments aga'mft this Miracle will be I 

“ convincing of your Chriftian who ' 
“ are hired to the Belief of it. But how- 
ever, a Bijhop of many Thousands a Year ’ 

“ to believe, can’t in Confcience deny, 
that the Arguments above are a‘ fuffi- 
“ cient Juftification of our JewiJh Disbe- 
“ lief of it.' 

“ If you. Sir, fhould write a Dlfcourfe 
« againft the Letter of the Story of Je- 
“ fus\ RefurreQ:ion, I beg of you to ac- 
“ cept of a few of my Conceptions on that 
“ Head ; which, I promife you, lhall be 
“ out of the common Road of thinking. 

** Your ‘Divines think they have exhauft- 
“ ed that Subjefl, and abfolutely confuted 
“ all Objedions that can be made againft 
it, but are much miftaken. Sometimes ' 

« we ^ews dip into their Writings on this 
** Head, and always fmile with Indigna- 
« tion at their foolifti Inveftives againft 
“ the Blindnefs of the Eyes, and Hardnefs 
“ of the Hearts of our Anceftors. If they 
“ would but favour us with a Liberty to 
write for our felves, a reafonable Liber- 
ty, which in this Philofophical Age we 
“ don’t defpair of, efpecially under (o wife, 
juft and good a Civil Adminiftration, as 
this Nation is happily blefs’d with, we 

“ would 
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“ would cut them out fome more Work, 

" which they are not aware of. In the 
“ mean Time I am your affured Friend, 

N. N, 

So ends the Letter of my Friend, the 
JewiJh Rabbit which confifts of calm and 
fedate Rea Toning, or I would not have 
publifh’d it ; for I am refolv’d he (hall no 
more impofe upon me with his ludicrous 
and bantering Stuff, like his fatirical In- 
ventive againft Jefus*s Miracle of turning 
Water into WinCy To offenfive to our Godly 
Bijbops. And becaufe it confifts of calm 
and fedate Reafoning, which Bijhop Smal- 
broke allows of, I hope his Lordfhip will 
take it into Confideration, and write an 
Anfwer to it, which I, without the Help 
of the Myftery, can’t do. 

If the forefaid Letter be offenfive to our 
Clergy y who don’t judge it meet that the 
^ews fhould take this Liberty to write 
againft the Miracles of our Saviour, and in 
Vindication of their own Disbelief of Chri- 
ftianity, I beg of them, for the Love of 
Jefusy not to let their Difpleafure be vifi- 
bly feen ; becaufe the Jews will then laugh . 
in their Sleeves, and perhaps openly infult ‘ 
and triumph upon it : But if they will pri* 
vately acquaint me with their Difpleafure 

at 
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at it, ril promife them to hold no more 
Correfpondence with fuch JewiJh Rabbis \ 
neither will I ever hereafter publifli any 
other Obje£tions againft Chrifi’s Religion 
and Miracles, than what come from the 
Hotentots and ^awawers: And then it will 
be ftrange,‘if our dignified of moft' 

grave and demure Looks, can’t folldly 
confute the worft, that fuch ignorant and 
illiterate People can urge againft them. 

And thus have I done with my Objefti- 
ons againft the Letter of thefe three Mi- 
racles. If owr Divines fhall think, there is 
little or nothing of Force in themj then 
an Anfwer, which I would be glad to fee, 
may the more eafily be made to them. 
As for my Part, without being conceited 
of the Acutcnefs and Strength of any of 
the Objections, I think it impoflible fatif- 
faftorily to reply to them, without having 
Recourfe to the Opinions of the Fathers, 
that thefe three Miracles, whether they 
were ever literally tranfafted, or not, are 
now but emblematical Reprefentations of 
myfterious and more wonderful Operati- 
ons to be perform’d by Jefus, 

To the Fathers then let us go for their 
myftical Interpretation of thele Miracles. 
St. Augujiiny in his Introduffion to a Ser- 
mon on the Widow of Naim's Son, fays, 

(iS>) 
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(zp) thus: “ There are Tome fo filly as to 
ftand amazed at the corporal Miracles 
“ of JefuSy and have no Confideration of 
“ his greater and fpi ritual Miracles, figni- 
“ fied by them : But others, who arc 
“ wifer, can hear of the Things that 
“ o*' Mens Bodies, without bc- 

“ ing aftoniOi’d at them, chufing rather 
“ to contemplate with Admiration his 
“ more wonderful Works on Mens Souls, 
“ after the Similitude of bodily Miracles. 
“ And thefe are the Chriftians that con- 
“ form their Studies to the Will of our 
“ Lord, who would have his corporal 
“ Miracles fpiritually interpreted : For 
“ He wrought not Miracles in the Flelh, 
“ for the fake of fuch Miracles abftrad- 
“ edly confider’d j but that , if they 


(zp) Quidam corporalia ejus Miracula ftupentes, majora 
intueri non ndrunr. Quidam vct 6 ea, qua: geda audinnt in 

Corporibus nunc amplius in Animis admirantur. Oo> 

tninns enim nofter Jefus Chriaus ea quae faciebat corsoralirer, 
ctiam fpiritualiter volebat intclligi neque enim Miracula 
propter Miracula faciebat, fed ut ilia quat faciebat, roiraeiTcnC 
Videntibui, vera clTeDt InfeUigentibus ■ Alii 8c fada mi* 
rati 8c intelle^a aflecuti. Tales nos efTc debemus in Schola 
Chrifti " ■ .-'-M Hoc dizi (de ficu arefadb) ut perfuaderem 
Dominum Jefum Chrifium ideo Miracula fcciffe, ut aliquid 
iilis Miraculis fignificavet} utexceptoeo, quod mira 8c magna 
& divina erant, aliquid inde ctiam difeeremus. Vidcamus er- 
go ^id BOS difeere voluit in tribus mortuis, quos fufeitavit. 
In Strm. xcviii. 

I “ were 


Digitize d by Googl 



« were fur prizing to fome Mens Senfes, 
“ they fhould be more aftonifhing to 
the Underftanding of others, who ap- 
« prehend the fpiritual Meaning' of them. 

And they who by Contemplation can 
‘‘ attain to the myftical Signification of 
jefush Miracles, are the beft Scholars, 
^nd moft learned Difciples in his Church 
“ and School. And (^/peaking of the Ab^ 
« furdity of Jefuss curftng the Fig-tree 
“ according to the Letter) prefently after 
«c that this he obferv’d, that he 

might perfuade his Hearers to think, 
« that our Lord Jefus therefore wrought 
« Miracles, that he might fignify fome- 
« what by them, which he would have 
« his Difciples to learn and confider of. 
« Come now, fays hcy and let us fee what 
“ we are myftically and fpiritually to un- 
derftand by the Stories of the Three?QV- 
.« Tons rais’d from the dead. 


There are two Ways that the Fathers 
' took in the moral and myftical Interpreta- 
tion of thefe Miracles: One was from the 
Number Three, and their Difference in 
Magnitude. According to which they faid 
with St. Auguf in (jo) that « thefe three 


( 2p ) Ifta tria Genera Mortuorum 
ratorum, quo* hodic fufcitat Chriftus. 


funt tria Genera Pec- 
. Sunt ergo 

inAar 
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“ forts of dead Perfons, fo rais’d to Life, 
“ are Figures of three forts of Sinners, 
** whom Jefus raifeth from the Death of 
“ Sin to the Life of Righteoufnefs. They 
“ who have conceived Sin in their Hearts, 
“ and have not brought it forth into Ad, 
“ are figured by Jairus’s Daughter, who 
lay dead in the Houfe of her Father, 
and was not taken forth to her Burial. 
“ Others, who after Cogitation and Con- 
“ fent, pafs into adual Sin, are figured by 
the young Man carried towards his 
“ Grave. But thofe Sinners, who are ha- 
“ bituated, and long accuftom’d'to Sin, 
“ are like bury’d, and in a ftink-' 

« ing Condition under the Corruption 
<* of it j whom JefiiSy for all that, with 


jnftar (ilix Synagtjgz Principis, qui peccatvim iatus in Corcie 
hab:nt, in fado noRdum babent. Condemnatur Confenfus 
ad Iniquitatem i refpiratur ad Silptem atque Jultiriam. Sur> 
git mortuus in Domo, revivifeit Cor in Cogitationia Secrcto. 
Fafta eft ifta RefurredVio Aninjx mortuz intus intra htebras 
Confeientiz, tanquam intra Domeflicos Parittes. - — — — » 
Alii poft Confenium eunt in fadtum , tanquam efferentes 
mortuum, ut quod latebat in Pereto, appareat in publico, 
Nonne illi juveni difium eft, Ttii diet, fwrgt, 8c redditus eft 
Matri; fic qui jam fecerit, II forte admonitus 8c commotus 
Verbo Veritatis ad Chrifti Vocem refurgit, vivus redditur 
Ecclefiz - Qui autem faciendo quod malum eft, ctiam 

mala Confuetudine fe implicant, tales Confuetudine maligna 
preftl, tanquam fepulti, ita fepulti, ut de Lazaro didlum eft, 
jam fum. in Serm, xcviii. 

I 2 “ the 
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the loud Voice of the Predication of 
“ his Gofpel, will call forth out of the ■ 

Death and Grave of their Sins to a 
“ new Life.” So does Sr. Auguftin make 
thefe three dead Perfons, and their Re- 
furreftions, Emblems' of the faid three 
forts of Sinners, who are dead in Trefpaf- 
fes and Sins, and by the Power of Jefus 
quickened to a Life of Righteournefs. 
And to this Opinion of St. Auguftint do 
St. Ambro/ef Eufebius Gallicmtus^ and Ve- 
nerable Bede agree. And according to 
this Notion of thefe Miracles, they de- 
feend to a particular Explication of the 
feveral Parts of their Story. As, to give 
you two or three Inftances. 

T^he People who were turn’d out of 
the Houfe « upon the raifing of Jairush 
Daughter, which is an Abfurdity accord- 
ing to the Lett eft are, fays ($i) Bede^ a 
Multitude of worldly and wickedThoughts, 
which, except they are excluded from the 
Secrets of the Heart, are a Hindrance 
of the Refuireflion of a Sinner to a new 
Life. 

f 3 1 ) Chn tj$eU tjfet TUria, mtruvit. Moraliccr non re- 
furgit Anima. qux intrinfecus jacet mortua, nil] priikf a {t- 
crecioribus Cordis cxcludatur inoppoituoa &cularium Cogita- 
tionum Multitude. In Ltc. M»tt. 

V u . U 1 t. 
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The Bearers of the Young Man (ja) to 
his Burial, are Vices, evil Spirits, Here- 
ticks, and Seducers^ and the Widow^ his 
Mother, to whom he was rettored, is the 
Churchy who mourns for the Death of 
fuch Sinners as are typified by that young 
Man. 

Jefus*s weeping for dead Lazarus^ which 
is an Abfurdity according to the Lettery 
is a Sign (33) of the deplorable State 
that habitual Sinners are in, enough to 
excite the Sorrows and Mournings of good 
Chriftians, who have the Spirit of Chrifi, 
for them. And the Stone that lay at the 
Grave of Lazarus^ is ( 54 ) a Figure of 
the Hardnefsof the Heart of fuch a Sinner, 


(32) Mali ifti Portitores, qui ad repelieodum bominem 
fcrunt, funt Vitia & maligni Spiritus, Haeretici 8c SeduAorcf. 
Hos enim nifi Dominos uAorcc, quo/oinque femel accipercnt, 
Sepuiturae 8c ae’crnx Damnatiuni traderenc. Sufcicatus igttur* 
Adolefcens fedec, loquitur 6c Matri redditu, quia ad Poeniten* 
tiam conmfut in Ecclefiae Pace quiefciti^ei Magnalia loqui< 
tur, fua Peccata cenfireturi 8c Ecciciia; recondhatur. 

Cttilic. in Hmil. Feri* quint* Dmin, qtam, 

(33) Ft laehrymaiut tfljtfus. Lacrymemur igitur 8c nos 
pro omnibus illis, quos in Fsetore Vitiorum jacere fentimua. • 
Xufeb, Ctdlie. in Html. FerU quint* feft Demin, 

C 34 ) Lapis aotem revolutos a Monumento fignificat In- 
fidelitatis Duritiam ab Hominum Corde fubrootam. Thttfh, 
Antinh, in fjtt, JthM. 

which 


Digitized by Coogit 



( 6i ) 

which muft be taken away before Jefus 
will call him to a new Lire. So do the 
Fathers moralize and allegorize every mi- 
nute Circumftance of thefe Three Miracles, 
as any one, who will confult them, may 
find, and fave me the Trouble of a tedi- 
ous Recital of their Authorities. 

But the other myftical Way of inter- 
preting thefe Three Miracles, is by making 
them Types of Three great Events, at the 
Time of Chriji's fpiritual Advent. Accord- 
ingly, the raifing of Jairus’s Daughter, is 
a Type of the Converfion of the Jews at 
this Day, as Eufebius Gallic anus (35) and 
'Venerable Bede (36) and others expound 
it. By Jairus^ the Ruler of a Synagogue^ 
is meant Mofes (37); and by his Daugh- 
ter is to be underftood the JewiJh Churchy 
which, being at prefent in a State of fpi- 
titual Death, will be revived and convert- 
ed in the Perfeftion-'of Time. And to 
-the myftical ^efurreftion or Reftitution 
of the JewiJh Synagogue^ call’d ^Jairus's 

(iS) Quod enim tunc temporis faftum eft in una Puella, 
hoc in fine Temporum fpturum eft, ut fiat in tota Sj'nagoga. 

* Jn Homil. FerU jtt pojl Domin. \t»m, 

(36) Synagoga circa finem fteculi erit rcftituta faluti. In 
1,0c. Mutt. 

(373 Jairus illuminatus vei illuminans, Mofes in tell igi tor. 
■Bid. if> Loc. Matt. 

• ■ Daughter, 
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Daughter, will Jefus come ( j8) at the 
fame Time he heals the Woman of the 
Church of her Iffue of Blood. And this 
is the Reafon that the Stories of thefe two 
Miracles are blended together by the 
Evangelifls, with their fynchronical Num- 
bers of the Age of the G/>/, and of the 
Difeafe of the Woman j becaufe they are 
Types of that bleffed Scene of Affairs at 
the ConveiTion of the Jewsy when the 
Fulnefs of the Gentiles is come in. Con- 
cerning which blefled State of the Church, * 
Origen ( J9 ) fays, Jefus wrought many 
Miracles, by way of Type and Figure. 

Among all the Miracles that Jefus 
wrought, and are recorded by the Evan- 
gelijis, I think, as far as I have had Ocea- 
lion to obferve, the Fathers are moft fcan- 
ty in their Interpretations of that of the 

( 38 ) Ad hanc ergo Principii filiam dum properat Dei 
Verbum, ut falvos facerct filios Iirad> fandta EccIcHa dc 
Gentibut congregata, quz inferiorum Lapfu Criminum de- 
peribac, paratam aliis.nde przripuic Sanitatem. St. Ambrof. 

. in Lee. Luc. Quod vcro poft reftitatain immundx Mulieri 
Valecudinem, defunda Puella a mortals refiituicur; nc hoc 
quidcm ab rxquifita Ailegoria alienum. Nam Rcliquix falvz 
fiant, juxta Apoflolum, ciim ingrefla fuerit Gentium Plcni- 
tudo. Thtofh. Ctrum. m Hemil. dt fiun fUiu, 

(39) Quanim return caufi multa fiiere Jefu Miracula. In 
Jehm. Cap. XL 

Widow 
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Widow of Nainfs Son : Excepting what 
is before noted of his being a Figure of a 
Sinner dead in adual, tho* not habitual 
Sin, I find very little. But if Origen\ 
Comments on this Miracle had been ex- 
tant, I dare fay he would have given us 
this following Inrerpretation of it. This 
Widow he would have call’d the Church; 
and her only Son^ or mafculine Offspring, 
he would have call’d the Spiritual Senfe 
of the Scriptures, which is now dead, 
and that the Mimjiers of the Letter, who 
are his Bearers, are for interring him 
within the Earth of the Letter : But 
Jefus, upon his fpi ritual Advent, will put- 
a Stop to the Intention of fuch Bearers, 
by reviving tlie Spiritual Senfe of the- 
Scriptures; and by reftoring it like a 
quicMd Son, to the Comfort of his Mo- 
ther, the Church; who has been in a 
forrowful and lamentable Condition upon 
the Death and Want of it. , This, I am 
fure, would be Origen*s Interpretation of 
this Miracle, which, if I had Room here, 
by a little Circumlocution, I could prove. 

As to Lazarus's Refurreflion, it is in the 
Opinion of the Fathers (40) a Type of the 

general 

( 40 ) per Lazaram Genus bumanum oAenditor. Thtept. 
in Loc. y«h»n. Noftra Refurreftio figuratur 

per Laiari Refurrefttoncm. ■ ' Speluoca, five Sepulchrum 

Laza- 
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general and myftical Re(\irre£lion of Man- 
kind in the Perfe£l:ion of Time. But this 
is a moft copious Subjeft 5 and unlefs I 
could here throughly handle it, I had much 
better fay nothing. 

And thus I have done with the three 
Refurreftion Stories. If the Convocatioriy 
next Seflion, would determine by an Or- 
thodox Vote, whether Jefus rais’d any 
more than the faid three Perfons from the 
dead, or not 5 I would prefent them with 
a new, and more entertaining Chain .of 
Thoughts againft thele Miracles ; fuch a 
Chain of Thoughts, as, upon the Conclu- 
fion, let them hold which Side of the 
Queftion they pleafe, will necelTarily in- 
duce us to hold the myftical Meaning of 
thefe Miracles, or to grant that Jefus ^ 
rais’d none from the dead at all. 

My next and laft ‘Difcourfe on Jefus^s 
Miracles, fhall be againft the Letter of the 
Story of his own Refurreftion, in which, 
if our Bijhops will keep their Temper 
and Patience, till I publilh it. I’ll cut 
out fuch a Piece of Work for our Boy- 

Lazari Litcram Legis umbratilem defignat. ■ Magn^ 

VM elamavit id eft. Praedicatio Evangelii per quam 

humana Natura Peccatorum Vinculis. & in Sepulchre Infi- 
delitatis jacens, vocatur ad vitam. Jhtoph. Ciram. in Hom'd, 
de lAZjn. 

• . K lean 
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lean LeBurers, as (hall hold them tug, (b 
long as the Miniflry of the Letter^ and an 
Hireling ^riefthood (ball laft* If Chfift be 
net rifen, then, according to the Inference 
of St. ‘Paulj is their T reaching vain ; and 
why fliould the People be any longer 
charg’d with the Maintenance of an igno- 
rant and idle Order of Men, to no Ufe 
and Purpofe ? 

If I had not had Experience of it, I 
could never have believed that, for all the 
ludicrous Nature of theie Difcourfes^ out* 
dignified Clergy could have been fo foolilh 
or malicious, as to profecute me for an 
Infidel and Blafphemer upon them. How 
a Man may be miftaken in himfelf I 1 took 
my felf for a real Advocate for the Truth 
of Chriftianity ; and was fo vain as to ima- 
gine thefe Difcourfes tended to a Demon* 
ftration of jefus's Meffiahfhip ; And tho* 
the Bijhop of London may be of a contrary 
Opinion, yet I am ftill fo conceited of 
my Ability to defend our Religion, that 
I'll ftake my Life againft his Bijhoprick, 
which ril not be troubled with, if I win 
it, that he can’t form an Objection againft 
.Chriftianity, which I can’t folidly confute, 
and make our Readers merry too, with 
his Weaknefs and Impertinence in it. But 
perhaps it may be unbecoming of his 
Lordjhip's Charafter, and againft the 

Grain, 
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Grain, to make an Obje£lion to that Re- 
ligion, -vhich he finds much temporal^ as 
well as fome Jpiritual Comfort in the Pro- 
feffion of ; I will therefore defcend to ano- 
ther Propofal, viz, if he’ll but publifli an 
Anfwer to the JewiJh RabbH Letter in 
this Difcourfe, and vouchfafe me the Plea- 
fure of a Reply to him ; then (to fave the 
Civil Magiftrate’s Trouble) I will fufFer 
any Punishment that he, in his Clemency, 
fliall think fit to inflifl on me, for what’s 
paft. Oh ! what a Hazard do I here run 
of Life or Liberty ! 

Some Chriftians, in my Cafe, would 
think it a fad Misfortune to be odioufly 
reprefented as an Infidel and Blafphemer j 
but I, in Temper and Principle, defpife 
fuch Obloquies, Slanders, and Defama- 
tions j and would nqt give a Rufli to re- 
move them, fo long as I had the Anfwer 
of a good Confcience, that I was unde- 
ferving of them ; But confidering, that it 
is the Duty of a Chriftian to feek the Peace 
■ and Friendfhip of all about him, and efpe- 
cially of our good BiJhopSy who, in Com- 
panion to the Danger they think my Soul 
is in, have taken zealous and laudable Pains 
with the Civil Magiftrate, for my Con- 
viflion and Converfion; I do here, for the 
fake of- a Reconciliation with their Lord- 
JhipSy and other good People, make a for^ 
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mal an<l folemn Confeffion of my Chri- 
ftian Faith, which tho’ I don’t exprefs in 
the Words of the ApoftolicaU Nicene^ or 
Athanajian Creeds ; yet will do it in fuch 
Terms as will be a Demonftration, that 
at the Bottom I am as found as a Rock, Be 
it known- then to all Ghriftian People, 
that . ' 

Imprimis, 1 believe upon the-Authority 
of the Fathers, that the Miniftry of the 
Letter of the 0/</and New Teftament is 
downright Antichrifliavifin. ' 

Item, I believe upon i the Authority of 
the Fathers, that the Miracles of* Jefus, 
as they are recorded by the Evangelifts, 
//Ver^/^'underftood, ^re the lying IVonders 
of Antichrift. ■ ' ' ; - • 

Item, I believe upon the Authority of 
"the Fathers, that ali Oppofition and Con- 
tradiaion to fpiritual and allegorical Inter- 
•pretations of the Scripture, is the Sm ot 
Blafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft. 

Item I believe upon the Authority of 
the Fathers, that the Miniftry oi the Sw- 
rit, or allegorical Interpretations ot the . 
Law and the Prophets, will be the Con- 

•verlion of lews and Gentiles* . \ 

Item, 
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//<?«, I believe upon the Authority of 
the Fathers, that the Miniftry of the Let- 
ter y and an Hireling-Priefthood, have been 
the Caufe of the Infidelity and Apoftacy, 
of thefe latter Times. 

Itenty I believe upon the Authority of 
the Fathers, 'thd;t the Spirit and Power of 
JeJus will foon enter the Church, :and 
expel Hirelirig-Priefts, who make Mer- 
chandifc of the Gofpel, out of her, af- 
ter the manner he is fuppofed to have 
driven the Buyers Sellers out of the 
Temple. ; i 

Thefe are a few Articles of that Faith, 
once deliver’d to the Saints of the primi* 
tive Church, which I firmly believe, and 
•will earneftly contend for. Now I appeal 
to the Chriftian World, whether a Man 
of fuch a Faith, like Heart ot Oak, can 
be an Infidel or Blafphemer. Upon this 
ingenuous Confeflion of my Faith, which 
I make by way of Attonement for my paft 
fuppofed -Errors and Offences, I hope the 
BijhopSy and all good Chriftian People, 
will be reconciled to me. 

St. James fays , that Faith without 
f'Vorks is dead} and how a Man ought 
to fhew his Faith by his Works, without 

which 
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which Faith is an empty and airy Nothing.' 
Accordingly I- am making what Hafte I 
can to (hew the Sincerity of my Faith by i 
thefe my fVorks and i>ifcourfes of this . 
kind. And by the Grace of God, I hope \ 
our Bijhops will find me as unmoveable as 
a Rock in the faid Faith. 

According to the forefaid Articles of 
this my Faith, I am fo fully convinced, aot 
only of the Error of the Minijiry of the 
Letter^ but of the Mifchiefs and Incon* 
veniences of an Hireling-Triefthoody that, 
having fet my Shoulders to the Work, I 
am refolv’d, by the Help of God, to en- 
deavour to give both a Lift out of this 
World. This is fair and generous Warn- 
ing to our Clergy to fit fall, and look to 
their own Safety, or they may find me a 
ftronger Man than they may be aware of. 

And tho* I don’t; expeQ: long to furvive 
the Accomplifhraent of fo great and glo- 
rious a Work j yet I am delightfully ra- 
vifh’d and tranfported with the Fore- 
thought and Contemplation of the Hap- 
pinefs of Mankind, upon the EntinOrion of 
Ecclefiaftical Vermin out of God’s Houfei . 
when the World will return toits ^lPr/w 
genial and Varadifaical State of Nature, 
Religion and Liberty 5 in which we fball 
be all taught, of Gody and have no need of a 
foolifh and contentious Triejif hired to ha- 
rangue 
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rangue us with his Noife and Nonfenfe.' , 
Which blefled State of the World God of 
his infinite Mercy haften, for the fake of 
our Spiritual Meffiah, Mediator and Re- 
Jefus Chriji, To whom be Glo- 
ry for ever. Amen. 


FINIS. 
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BOt)KS written by Mr. Woolston, 
and Sold by him next T^oor below the 
Star in Aldermanbury, and by the Book- 
fellers of London and Weftminfter. 
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•H E Old Apology reviv’d, 

II. Diflertatio de Pontii Pilati EpiEola ad Tibe- 
rium circa Res Jefu Chrifti ge&as. 

III. Origenis Adamantii Epidoiae dux circa Fidem ver$ 
orthodoxam & Saipturarum Interpretationera. 

IV. The exaft Fitaefs of the Time of Cbrid's Advent de* 
mondrated by Reafon againd the Objedfions of the old Gen* 
tiles, and modern Unbelievers. 

V. Four Free-Gifts to the Clergy, or Challenges to a Dif- 
putation on this Quedion, Whether the Hireling Prieds of 
this Age, who are all Minifters of the Letter, be not Wor- 
fliippers of the^ Apocalyptical Bead, and Miniders of Anti' 
Chrid? 


VI. An Anfwer to the faid Four Free Gifts. 

VII. Two Letters to Dr. Berniet on tbit Quedion, Whether 
the People call'd ^mkers do not the neared of any other Sedk 
in Religion, referoble the Primitive Chridians, in Principle 
and Pradtice? 

VIII. An Anfwer, to the faid two Letters. 

IX. The Moderator between an Infidel and an Apodate: 
Or the Controverfy between the Grouruls and his Eccleliadical 
Opponents, 'fet in a clear Light, (^e. ~ 

X. Two Supplements to the Moderator, 

XI. A Defence of the Miracle of the Thundering Legien, 
againd a Didertation.of Walter Moyle, Elq; 

XII. Six Difeourfes on the Miracles of . our Saviour. 

XIII. His Defence of tbofe Difcourfe.s, againd the Bilhopa 
of St. David s and London. 
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